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HE Time being now come, when you 
ate to remove from under my Care and 
Direction, and to go into other Hands, 
Rs. which will ſoon ſend you out into the 
wide World, where you mult ſtruggle for yourſelf, 
and either link. or fwim, Trigun] fo you are fa- 
voured by Providence, and conduct yourſelf pru- 
dently, or otherwiſe. ; I think it my Duty to add, 
to the many, Advices I have given you from Time 
to Time, the following Directions; and I expect 


ou will be ſo kind to yourſelf, and have ſo much 
Reſpeck for one who has nothing more at Heart than 


in Hopes, that what is contained in this Paper, 
written on purpoſe for your Uſe, will have mor! 
Influence upon you, than any Work of a 9439 
greater Author, whom you did not know. And 
all I aſk in Return for the Diligence I uſed with 
you, and the Anxiety you coſt me while under my 


Cate, is, only to be fo much your own Friend, as 


A'2 to 
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your Intereſt, as to take the Pains to give them two 
or three Readings every Year of yqur Life. I am 
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whieh, I am perſuaded on will {by the Grace of 
God) find yourſelf the happier in this World, and 
will die the better prepared for another. | 


While you are under the Direction of a Parent 


or Maſter, let me adviſe you to ſubmit frankly and 
readily to all his Commands, reaſonable and unrea- 


ſonable, eaſy and difficult. So long as a Parent or 


Maſter commands nothing inconſiſtent with the 
Laws of God and of the Land, it is both the Duty 


and the Wiſdom of a Dependant or Child to obey. 


That it is his indiſpenſable Duty, is clear from 
Scripture (of which afterwards) and likewiſe from 
Reafon : For that, if 3 | 

were to take the Liberty of diſputing the Orders of 


| his Parent or Maſter (of which he cannqt, in moſt 


Caſes, be à Fudge, and in many ought not to en- 


quire into) there would be an End of all Order and 
Expedition in Buſineſs of all K inds. And, that it 


is his wiſeſt Courſe, will appear plainly, if you 
conſider, that it is much better for „ Man to 
bear with a little Hardſhip for a few Yeats 


Put up with a little Peeviſhneſs for a ſhort Time, 
Than to put one's Friends and Relations to a Stand, 


and to draw upon himſelf the Character of being of 


an obſtinate and ungovernable Temper ; which is al- 


Ways taken for granted by the World, when a young 


Man goes away abruptly from his Apprenticeſhip, 
or other Settlement, in which his Friends have 


placed him, in order to his going out in the World. 


There is nothing of ſo much Conſequence to- 


| ward gaining a handſome Subſiſtence, and arriving 
at an eaſy and comfortable Situation in the World, 


as conſtant Application to Buſineſs, and a ſteady 
Ke a Me Purſuit 
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1 r 
to attend to the following Advices, and to ſtudy to 
regulate your Conduct by them; in the doing of 


ependant or Child 


5 | , than to 
throw himſelf upon the World wholly unprepared 
for making his Way in Life. That it is better to 
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Purſuit of the main Point. Vou will always find, 


that, for one Eſtate gained by what are called Pro- 
jets," or bold Strokes, out of the common Way, 
five Hundred are got by an even and regular 
Purſuit of the Employ ments Men are bred to. If, 
therefore, you be wiſe, you will always be ſuſpici- 
ous of all Manner of new Schemes, that may be 


propbſed'to you. And you ought likewiſe to be on 


your Guard as to Amuſements and Diverſions, 
which, if too much indulged, will take you off 
from your main Purſuits, and may in Time put you 
quite out of Humour with your Buſineſs. You 


muſt therefore conſider them only 45 Recreations by 
the Bye, to fill up an Interval of ſpare Time now 


and then, and to give you. freſh Spirits after the 
Fatigue, which a long and conſtant Application to 
Buſineſs would bring upon you. The beſt Rule to 
obſerve as to Diverſions, is the following : © That 
© you never indulge yourſelf in any that are againſt 
the Laws of God or Society, or that, either by 
their Nature, or by your exceflive Indulgence of 
them, may exceed the Expence or Time a Man 
may ſpare without the ie Damage, or Chance of 


Prejudice to his Affairs“. If you tranſgreſs this 


Rule in the leaſt, it is a thou to one but you 
bring yourſelf to Ruin and Miſery. For ill Habits, 


as I have often told you, want but a Beginning. 


And a Man of Buſineſs, who gives himſelf the leaſt 
Eiberty of exceeding the Bounds of Moderation in 
Diverſions, cannot tell how far he may go, or 
where be ſhall ſ top.. | 
Remember 1 have wamed' yon, hundreds of 


Times, to ſhun the fit Appearance of Evil. 


To direct you how to conduct yourſelf in every 
Part of your ¶conomy and Management of your 
Buſineſs, is impoſſible for me at preſent. But one 
general Advice L. will give you, which, if you 
51 AS have 
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have the Prudence to follow, will anſwer all your 
Occaſions. It is only to chooſe. ſome Man of 
Fears and Experience, and him, if poſſible, in 
| your own Way of Life, of an honeſt; and blunt 
Carriage; to choofe, I ſay, ſuch a Man for your 
| Friend, to whom you may propoſe all your Deſigns 
in Life, before you put them in Execution, and 
- whoſe Advice you may aſk in all your Difficulties. 
Do not depend wholly upon your own. Judgment; 
but, in the Choice of a Friend, ſtrive to find ohne 
who has the univerſal Approbation of his Acquaint- 
ance, for his Integrity and Diſcernment. And 
when you conſult him upon any Scheme you, have 
in your Head, if it be of ſuch a Nature that Se- 
crecy would be neceſſary, propoſe it, if you can, 
in ſuch a Way as he may not know it is a Deſign 
of yours: For your Secrets will always be ſafer in 
pour own Breaſt than in that of any other Perſon, 
| though the moſt prudent and diſcreet that ever lived. 
| And never ſet up your own Opinion againſt. that of 
Men of univerſally approved Judgment, and who 
Hi are your Superiors in Age: For Judgment and Diſ- 
I cretion are not to be gained without Experience; 
and in People of natural good Abilities are never 
1 wanting, if they have had that Advantage 
1 ' If you ſhould. ever come to be for yourſelf in 
{| Life, you will not fail to have Application made to 
you from Time to Time, by needy People of your 
Acquaintance, for Aſſiſtance with Money, or beg 
ging you to interpoſe your Credit for tbem. I 
11 would in all ſuch Caſes adviſe you to obſet ve this 
| general Rule: That whoever deſires you to lend 
him your Aſſiſtance to an Extent beyond what you 
may ſaſely lay upon your Accounts without loſing, 
12 © is no true Friend, but has his own Intereſt only at 
Heart, and means to make you his Dupe.* When- 
ever, therefore, any Perſon in Diſtreſs deſires you 
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to aſſiſt him with your Money, or Credit, without 


offering you a direct Security, conſider with your- 
ſelf, whether the Sum is ſuch as you can ſpare,- 
without Detriment to your Affairs; and if it is not, 


by no Means venture it in the Hands of your 
neareſt Relation: For lent Money is almoſt always 


loft Money, and the Petſon to whom it is lent” is 


hardly ever the better for it. At the ſame Time, 
if you can in ſuch Caſes, prevail with a Number of 
other Friends, to join with you in aſſiſting a good. 
Man, fo as the Sum lent, or engaged for by each, 
may be moderate, and the Burden may fall the: 
lighter for being divided; ox if you can any other 


Way be of Advantage, without endangering your- 


ſelf, never think you can take too mueh Pains for 
the Service of. diſtreſſed Wort. ll 

If you would wiſh to live eaſy and undiſtusbed; 
either from within or from without, remember ne- 
ver to meddle with any Perſon's Character, Con- 


duct or Buſineſs, further than your own. Affairs 


may be connected with thoſe of another, You 
will be ſure never to gain my Thing, by ſuch: In- 
terpoſitions, and may-often draw, yourſelf. by one 
raſh Word into Troubles you may find it very 
hard to get out of. Thereſore, if you be wile, 


you. will follow this. Rule: Never to ſay any, | 
© Thing to any Perſon's Diſadvantage, | except to 


prevent his impoſing upon Somebody, hom you 


© know he endeavours to over-reach. And, when 


* you know no Good you can ſay of a Perſon, 


_ © whoſe Name you hear mentioned, to be quite 


C- filent;* 44 


Anda you will find great Advantage in keeping | 


clear of Reflections upon other People's Characters, 
ſo let me adviſe you never to trouble yqurſelf about 


what the buſy, meddling Part of your Neighbours, 


or Acquaintance, are pleaſed to ſay of your own 
[LOOM 289121 Character 
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Character and Conduct, unleſs you find they re- 
flect upon you juſtly; and then be ſure to amend 
what they blame; otherwiſe it is of no Conſe- 
gquence to you what is ſaid of you by other mortal 
Creatures, like yourſelf, who muſt be judged at 
F laſt, as well as you. Beſides, you will find it im- 
poſſible to pleaſe all Sides: For what will de agree» 
able to one Party will diſpleaſe the other. 
As the human Mind is a reſtleſt, Alus Prineie 
ple, always graſping at ſome Happineſs in Proſpect, 
either real or imaginary, and as it is not to be ſatiſ- 
fied, without an endleſs Variety of Entertainments, 
let me recommend to you, for an Employment to 
fill up your vacant Hours, and to prevent Life from 
hanging heavy on yup Hands, - the Purfuit-of uſe- 
ful and ornamental Knowledge. * Tis Knowledge 
that makes the Difference. between one Man and 
another; and raiſes ſome to the Rank of Angels 
(fo to ſpeak) when compared with others, It is 
the very Food of the Mind, and (except Vittes 
and Piety) is the moſt truly valuable Acquiſitions 
It has ſeveral [peculiar : Advantages above all other 
Entertainments or Amuſements Men uſually purs 
fue,” ſuch as, That you will be ſure never to-1exs 
bauſt it, or to be at a Stand, but may go on for 
any Number of 'Years, and every Hour find new 
Entertainment. That the more you acquire, the 
more eager you will be to gain farther Improves 
ments, and therefore will never be fatiated or 
palled ; but will always enjoy that Pleaſure with an 
| equal Reliſh. - That it will afford you a conſtant 
Entertainment at all Seaſons, when your Thoughts 
are free, without requiring any expenſive” Appara- 
tus, or the Help of any other Perfon : For a Man 
If of Knowledge bas only to look into his own Mind, 
if he wants ſomething to amuſe or entertain him; 
nb there he will never fail to find a ſolid and manly 
| Satisfaction 


1 
Satisfaction in the Contemplation of the Ideas he 
has ſtored up in it. As to the particular Methods 
of improving yourſelf, if it happens that you have 
not Time to go any great Length in Study, I would 
adviſe you to apply your leiſure Hours to the Read- 
ing of Hiſtory, eſpecially that of your own Coun- 
1 4 and of thoſe Books which give plain Accounts 
of the Nature of Things animate and inanimate; 
of Geography, and ſuch Authors upon Aſtronomy 
as treat that moſt entertaining and moſt ſublime of 
all Subjects in a familiar Manner, without much of 
abſtruſe and mathematical Reaſonings. By em- 
ploying in this Manner the Hours that are uſually 
ſpent in Clubs at Publick-Houſes, you will improve 
yourſelf as faſt as others debauch themſelves, + © 

Let a young Gentleman have ever ſo fair a Pro- 


ſpect in Life, it will be neceſſary for him to ſtudy 


CEconomy, in order to which one Particular is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, viz. That he look into his Affairs 
hirmifelf, It was a wiſe Advice of an ancient Sage, 
Never to truft that to another, which a Man can do 
himſelf, TheConſequencesofa Gentleman's neglect- 
ing to look into his own Accounts, may, and gene- 


rally do prove fatal, even though he himſelf lives 


within his Income. For ſuch is the Weakneſs of 
human Nature, that very few can reſiſt the Temp< 
tations: of appropriating to themſelves what they 
think they are not likely to be called to Account 
for. And he muſt be a very faithful Steward in- 
deed, who ſees his Lord negle& to call him to give 
an Account of his Stewardſhip, and will not think 
of making free with ſome Part of what comes 
through his Hands, Beſides, the moſt faithful, and 
moſt prudent Manager of other Mens Affairs, 
may miſtake the Intereſt of his Employer, if he 
never conſults him, nor receives any Directions 
from him. It is to be obſerved, that the moſt 

an As open- 


3 
open - hearted People, who value Money the leaſt, 


and let it ſlip through their Fingers the moſt eaſily, 


are the very People that bear Poverty the worlt ; 
their. generous Temper. ſuffering. the moſt ſenſibly 
from the Conſideration; of its being out of their 


Power to ſupport the Character they aim at, and 


to ſhew Kindneſs to diſtreſſed Worth, as they 
could deſire; and ſtill more, if they are forced to 
be dependent upon, or under Obligations to others. 
Nor is any Perſon ſo unfit to ſtruggle through the 
Difficulties of Life, as one who has been genteelly 
educated, and has been wholly unaccuſtomed to 


- Hardſhips. - It is the Neglect of Economy, ne- 


n the greateſt Affluence, as well as in infe- 
rior Circumſtances, that reduces ſo many of our 
Gentlemen of Fortune to the wretched Neceſſity 
of becoming dependent on a Court, and draws 


them into all the baſe and ſhameleſs Practices of 


Bribery and Venality, which are the Diſgrace, and 


will, in all Probability, be the Ruin of the Nation. 
There is no Station fo high as to exempt a Perſon 
from Buſineſs : For indeed every Station has its 
proper Buſineſs and Duty, which no Perſon, can 
anſwer neglecting. A Man or Woman of For- 
tune, who. paſs their Life in a Manner uſeleſs to 
themſelves, or their Country, may pretend to 


what Dignity or Rank they pleaſe: But in the 1 


of ſuperior Beings, the laborious Huſbandman, who 
employs his Time in raiſing out of the Ground 


what is to ſupport the Life of Man, is much more 


truly noble and valuable, than the idle and inactive 
Perſon of Quality, who only eats the Fruits of the 
Labour of the Induſtrious. BY gooflp 
As it is extremely eaſy for a Perſon to increaſe 
his Expences, if he finds his Income will bear it, it 
ſeems ſtrange, that People do not chooſe rather to 
ſet out in a moderate Way at firſt, which they m 
2 5 | Fw . afterwards 
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afterwards exceed a little, if they think prop * 1 


than to begin Life in an expenſive Way, which 
they know they cannot afterwards leſſen, if the 
Neceſſity of their Affairs ſhould require it, with- 
out looking little in the Eyes of the World. If a 
Citizen begins Houſe-keeping with two Servants, 
he can eaſily have a third afterwards, if he finds it 
proper; but it will not look well, that he retrench 
the Number he ſets out with: Or if a Gentleman 
begins with a Chariot and Pair of Horſes, how eaſ 

is it to get two more, or to ſet up his Coach and 
Six, if his Rents will afford it ? Whereas, on the 
contrary, he cannot diſpoſe of his Horſes, or other- 
wiſe leſſen his Expences, without drawing upon 
himſelf the Reflections of his meddling Neighbours. 


In ſhort, a Man riſes with a Grace, but ſinks with 


Shame, One principal Part of the Expence of 


Living, is that of treating a Number of Viſitants. - 


Upon this Head, let me leave with you this Re- 
mark, That ſuch Viſitants as come merely to paſs 
away the Time, to make Obſervations upon your 
Manner of Living, or to put you to Expence in 


treating them (upon which Accounts it is that moſt 


formal Viſits are made) ſuch Viſitants, I fay, very 
ul deſerve the Trouble or Expence they will put 
you to; and, as for thoſe who come to ſee you 


from real Friendſhip and Eſteem, they will put up 


with whatever Treatment you give them. In ſhort, 


you will find the Caſe the ſame in this, as in the 


other Enjoyments of Life. "The moſt truly valu- 
able Friendſhips will coſt you the leaſt, and contra- 
riwiſe, the keeping Company for Form's Sake, and 
out of Oftentation, will coſt you an enormous Ex- 


"pence, and yield you no Satisfaction. 


Whenever you are ſettled in the World in an in- 


dependent Way, ſo that you may have a reaſonable 
Ptoſpect of being able to maintain a Family, I ad- 


viſe 
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viſe you to marry. It is the beſt and ſafeſt Condi- 
tion of Life upon many Accounts. But you. can- 
not be too cautious in making your Choice: For, 
as it is for Life, a Miſcarriage is irretrievable; and 
a Miſtake in chooſing may blaſt the whole Happineſs 
of your Life. Whatever . Accompliſhments . the 
Perſon you fix your Choice upon, may have, take 
Care that Good Senſe and Good- Nature be two of 
them. If you marry a Fool, ſhe will diſguſt you, 
and a Fury torment you. Enquire therefore, as 
fully as you can, her Character, before you fix your 
Aﬀections, and that not of her Acquaintance of 
one Sex only, but of both; nor liſten to her Rela- 
tions and Friends only, but to her Rivals and Ene- 
mies too, if ſhe has any. You may be as ſure of a 
Woman of Merit with a moderate Fortune, as 
with nothing; and if you get a Fortune in Mar- 
riage, * make ſure of ſomewhat. Don't marry 
a noted Beauty, unleſs you intend to give up the 


whole Peace and Happineſs of your Life for a Ho- 


ney- moon. There is not one of a Thouſand of 
them that is ſufferable, through Vanity, and a total 
Emptineſs of all that is neceſſary for making an 
agreeable Companion to a Man of Senſe, a — — 
Manager of a Family, and a diſcreet Mother of 
Children. At the ſame Time I would not adviſe 
yous on any mercenary Conſideration, to marry 
oman, whoſe Appearance is not ſuch as may 
agreeable to you: For, to be obliged to treat, with 
an Appearance of Love, a Perſon, whoſe Approac 
muſt ſhock you, you will find will be ſuch a Bur- 
den as no Conſideration will make up for, When- 
ever you chance to differ, as it will unavoidabl 
happen at Times, one ſingle . Conſideration. will 
prevent your Differences from going to any great 
Length, viz. That Woman is the weaker Veſſel, 
and that it is for the moſt Part a Sign of ſuperior 
1 8 4 N Judgment 
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Judgment to yield to the Weaker in Matters of 
« inferior Conſequence, rather than protract Diſ- 
« putes to a Length inconſiſtent with domeſtick 
Peace. At the ſame Time the Man, who re- 
ſigns his Judgment, and gives himſelf up to be ruled 
by his Wife, in Caſes of which ſhe is not a compe- 
tent Judge, quits the Place, which the common 
Conſent of Mankind, as well as Revelation, give 
him; and expoſes himſelf to univerſal Contempt, 
and even to the Contempt of her to whom he thus 
meanly yields, | 
If you ever ſhould have any Children, be more 


careful to have them well educated than well por- 


tioned : For a well accompliſhed Perſon can hardly 
want a decent Subſiſtence, even if his Patrimon} 
ſhould fail him. In their Education, let the Ex- 
pence be the leaſt os conſidered by you, and 
reſolve to make ſure of their being inſtructed in all 
the Knowledge neceſlary to qualif them for being 
uſeful Members of Society, md for everlaſting 
Happineſs, at any Expence whatever. Take parti- 
cular Care that, if any of them have a diſobedient 
or refractory Temper, it be effectually broke before 
ſix Years of Age, otherwiſe you will nouriſh a laſt- 
ing Plague to yourſelf, and will bring up a Child to 
curſe you. After the above-mentioned Age, you 


will find all your Attempts to correct the Temper 


of a Child vain and ineffectual. The Education of 


Children being a very extenſive Subject, it is not 


to be expected I ſhould here pretend to treat it fully. 
It is indeed endleſs; and no Parent, or Inſtructor 
of Vouth, ever could ſay he had done the utmoſt 
that could be done. : 


40 1 : You know I have all along taught 
you, t 


three Parts, viz. Our Duty to ourſelves, or our re- 
gulating our own Paſſions * Appetites: Our Duty 
| | e 


t our whole Duty in this World conſiſts of 
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to others, which conſiſts in dealing with all Men 


with perfect Juſtice and Integrity (as well in Caſes 


ayhere our Intentions are not liable to be diſcovered 
by our Neighbour, as where they are) and with the 
utmoſt Benevolence, Liberality, and Charity, that 
may conſiſt with our reſpeCtive Stations in the 
World, and the Good of Society: And in our 
Duty to God, which is, Thinking and Speaking of 
him as become Creatures to think and ſpeak of their 
Creator; and yielding a perfect and univerſal Obe- 
dience to all his Laws, upon all Occaſions, in Spight 
of all Pretences and Impediments; and in ſhewing 
a due Senſe of our abſolute Dependence upon him, 
by applying to him upon all Occaſions for what we 
need both for our Souls and Bodies. You know I have 
alſo frequently told you, that the ſupreme Governor 
of the World does not impoſe upon us theſe Laws 
merely to ſhew his abſolute Power over us, but for 
the ſame Reaſon as a wiſe Parent, Maſter, or Go- 
vernor .on Earth, frames Laws and Regulations 
for his Children, Family, or Subjects, to conduct 
themſelves by, viz. The general Good of the 
whole Society. I have often ſhewed you very 
fully, that it was impoſſible our Duty ſhould conſiſt 
in any Thing elſe than what Holy Scripture de- 
clares it does: That it is impoſſible either par- 
ticular Perſons, or the Community, ſhould be 
happy. in- this World without the Obſervation of 


our Duty to ourſelves, to our Neighbour, and to 


God, And, that a Perſon, who did not command 
Eis Paſſions, but allowed himſelf in all Manner of 
irregular Gratifications, which is neglecting his 
Duty to himſelf, or one who ſhewed in his Prac- 
tice no kind or benevolent Affections for his Fel- 
low- Creatures, which is the Neglect of his Duty 
to his Neighbour, or one who had no Senſe of bis 
Dependence upon his Maker, nor no * 
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him, nor Fear to offend him, which is the Negle& 
of our Duty to God: That ſuch a Perſon, I ſay, 
could not in the Nature of Things be capable of a 
State of Happineſs hereafter, but muſt of courſe be 
miſerable in himſelf, and make all about him ſo too. 
For a wicked Man, therefore, to imagine, that he: 


may be admitted into a State of Happineſs here- 
after, with all his irre 


fary Virtues and Graces habitually eftabliſhed in his 
Soul, is to expect that Heaven ſhould, for his Sake, 


unhinge the univerſal Conftitution of Things, and? 


new, model the whole Creation. 


In order to the ſtrict and perfect Obſervation of 
your Duty, it is neceſſary that you be prepared to- 


encounter with, and to reſiſt the Temptations by 
which you will be in the moſt Danger of being; 
drawn aſide, and obſtructed in your Courſe through 
.Life, toward a happy Immortality. The Rocks+ 
on which the greateſt Number of Mankind ſplit, 
are Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and Love of Pleaſure. 


The great Reaſon why theſe three fatal Deluſions. 


fo often get the better of People, and miſlead them 


from true Happineſs, is, That they have very falſe- * 


and erroneous Notions of their true Nature, and 


of the Gratifications they offer: That they expect 


from them what is not in their Power to give, I 


mean, ſubſtantial Happineſs : That they believe 
them to be true and real Goods, whereas they are 
only imaginary ; and that they do not conſider how 


diſproportioned ſuch fleeting and contemptible Ob- 
jects are to the immenſe Deſires of the immortal 
Soul. To conſider them a little, as they are in 


themſelves; Fir, As to Ambition: How fooliſh. 
is it for any Man to place his Happineſs in the Ap- 


plauſe or Admiration of, other Men, who muſt be 


gular and unſubdued Appetites 
and Paſſions in full Vigour, and without the necef- - 


judged as well as himſelf, whoſe Approbation or 
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Blame will not in the leaſt affect his final State, or 
bias the unerring Judge of all, either to his Preju- 


dice or Advantage]! The only Value of the Opini- 


on of others is, That it may ſerve to confirm the 
Judgment of a Man's own Conſcience : For it can- 
not ſatisfy him with any Part of his Conduct, 
which he himſelf knows to have been unjuſtifiable, 
or make him condemn any Action, which he 
knows he did in the Simplicity and Sincerity of his 
Heart, from a truly good and laudable Motive, 

and for a good End. You will find that the Mul- 


titude judge almoſt conſtantly the wrong Way, 


even in Matters which, one would think, lay obvi- 
ous to their Examination; much more, when they 
pretend to judge of the fecret Springs and Motives 
of one another's Actions, which lie hid within the 
Heart, impenetrable to every Eye but his, who 
ſees all Things. Let me adviſe you therefore to 
aim ſolely and ſingly at the Approbation of your 
Conſcience and your God, and I will aſſure you of 
that of Men and Angels into the Bargain, if not in 


this Life, at leaſt after the final Judgment. 


That you may not be ſo unhappy as to make 
Riches your God, or to ſuffer yourſelf to be drawn 
away by Covetouſneſs from a ſtrict Attention to 
your Duty, or into a Violation of it, pleaſe to con- 


| ſider, That the only real Value of Riches, is, their 


being uſeful for procuring the Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniencies of Life, and win Soy an Opportu- 
nity of contributing to the Happineſs of others: 
That Money in itſelf, and without Regard to its 
Uſe, is no better than a Bauble for Children to 


Play with: That the Contents of all the Mines of 


Peru are not in Reality ſo valuable, as one Acre of 
Ground covered with Wheat ; and that a freſh Egy 
is of more real Worth than the Diamond lately 


brought from the Brazils of much the ſame Bulk, 


which 
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which was valued at four hundred Millions ; becauſs: | 


the firſt will fave the Life of a human Creature: 
from Famine, but the latter is not capable of being; 
applied to any Sort of Uſe,. beſides pleaſing the- 
Eye: That all above the Conveniencies of Life is: 
abſolutely uſeleſs, and indeed troubleſome : That 
after a Perſon has acquired ſuch a Competency as 
will keep him and his Family above Dependence, 


and in eaſy Circumſtances according to his Station: 


in the World, it is not worth his while to go a 


Step out of his Way for the Sake of: gaining ten 


thouſand Pounds more ; becauſe he can but live- 
conveniently at laſt, and has no Occaſion to bring 
upon himſelf more Cares and Embarraſſments: 
That a few Years will put an End to the Life of 
the youngeſt Man alive, and that it will give him 
no more Satisfaction on his Death-bed, to reflect 
that he has fifty thouſand Pounds in the Funds, 
than that there are fifty thouſand Shells at the Bot- 
tom of the Sea: That, ſuppoſing every Man in- 
fallibly certain of gaining an Eſtate, who will take 
the Pains for it, which is very far from being the 
Caſe, exorbitant Wealth and Happineſs have no- 
thing to do with one another, ſince we commonly 
ſee diſcontented Faces in gilded Chariots; and Day- 

labourers making merry, in Spight of: Toil and: 
Poverty: That the Poſſeſſion of great Wealth ex- 
poſes Men to a thouſand Inconventencies and 
Temptations, ſuch as, the Incumbrance of a Croud 
of Servants and Attendants ; the. continual Buz of 


ſlaviſh Flatterers and-Hangers-on ; the Fatigue of 


overſceing great Affairs, or the Vexation of Loſſes; 
by entruſting them to others; and, which is worſe - 
than all the. reſt, - the Riſque of one's Virtue, . 
through the Snares of the World and the Deceit of: 
Riches, which are ſo hard to reſiſt, that we find in 
Fact the Rich are, generally ſpeaking, Perſons of: 
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the Jeaſt. amiable or perfect Characters: That the 


Honours ſaid to attend on Riches are a mere Cheat; 
ſince the ſulſome Reſpect that is paid to a rich Man 


at his Levee, is only a publick Proof given by the 


Perſon who pays it, of his own Want of Senſe, in 
being {truck with what is of no real Worth in it- 
ſelf ; and being paid to the Wealth, and not to-the 
Perſon, is by no Means worth envying. If ever, 
therefore, Providence ſhould bleſs you with Abun- 
dance, remember it is a fatal Error, though a 
common one, That a Man of Fortune ought to 
live up to his Income ; and that, on the contrary, - 
for a Man of Wealth to ſpend his Riches wholly 
upon himſelf, without making indigent Merit a 


Partaker with him, is, in Reality, embezzling 


what was only intriſted, not given him; Riches 
being properly a Stewardſhip committed to a Man 
for Trial of his Charity, Abſtinence, and other 


- Virtues of the ſame Kind; as Poverty is fent upon 
others as a Trial of their Reſignation, Contented- 


neſs, and ſuch other Virtues. For it is abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that the different Conduct of Providence 


0 different Men is the Effect of Partiality for ſome 
above others of Mankind, who are all alike God's 
Creatures, and e r all alike dear to him. 


And if, on the other Hand, it ſhould pleaſe the ſu- 


pre me Diſpoſer of all Things to baffle your induſ- 


trious Endeavcurs towards acquiring and keeping a 
Competency of the good Things of this World, 
and to fink you into Poverty and Want, I charge 
you, as you would wiſh to enjoy Peace of Mind in 
this World, and everlaſting Happineſs in the next, 
that you do not go one ſingle Step beyond the 
Bounds of the ſtricteſt Sincerity and Honeſty (ſuch 


I mean as may bear the Scrutiny of the all- piercing 
Eye) in order to raiſe yourſelf to thoſe Circum- 


fances you aim at. For I here forewarn —— 
ty 
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that, ſhould your indirect Schemes fucceed, which 
is likewiſe a very great Chance, Honeſty being al- 
ways in the End the beſt Policy, you will find to 
your ſad Experience, that for what you gain in 
Wealth, you will loſe an Hundred-fold in Peace of 
Conſcience, which no Wealth will make up to you 
and that the Curſe which attends ill-gotten Riches, 


will conſume them like a Canker, fo that they will 


vaniſh you won't know how. Let me therefore 


adviſe you to have a Care how you forego Happi- 
neſs for the Sake of Riches, or inflict on your own 


Conſcience ſuch Wounds as all the Wealth of the 


World will not cure. 


The Love of Pleafure is the third fatal Bait which 
allures Numbers of Mankind to Perdition, of the 
Danger and bewitching Nature of which you have 
been very fully and frequently warned: I would 
have you remember what I have often told you, 
That there are no true Pleaſures, but what are law- 
ful; and, that thoſe which leave a Sting behind 
them, ought not to be called Pleaſures, but Tor- 


ments: That it is only the Good and Virtuous who 


have any Right to the Pleaſures of Life, or who 


indeed can truly enjoy them; for that it is a Contra- 
diction to ſuppoſe, that a Perſon whoſe Conſcience * 


is wounded by Guilt, and whoſe Mind, if he is 
not paſt thinking, which is ſtill a worſe_State, muſt 
be in continual Pain through Remorſe for what is 
paſt, and Horror at the Thought of what is to 
come, ſhould be capable of relithing any Sort of 


Joy or Comfort : But that a. good Man, whoſe 


Mind is calm and undiflurbed, has both the Ad- 
vantage of Freedom from Pain or Fear, and a pro- 


per Diſpoſition for reliſhing the natural and inno- 


cent Pleaſures of Life; and is like to receive infi- 
nitely more Happineſs from them than a wicked 
Man ; becauſe he may juſtly conſider them as the 


Gifts 
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Gifts of a tender and bountiful Father, whoſe Fa- 


your he has Reaſon to hope for, which muſt give 


them an additional Reliſh ; and becauſe he expects 
nothing from them, but what they will really 


afford, and has ſtill in Reſerve a higher Happineſs, 
after the Gratifications of Senſe have done their 


Part: That, whatever Men may ſay in the Hours. 


of Mirth and: Jollity, in Defence of a voluptuous 


Life, there needs no better Confutation of the- 


Falſhood of their Reaſoning, than what they them- 


 felves furniſh : For, though moſt People, in the 
gay Time of Life, are continually crying out, 


that they have not had Half their Share of the 
Pleaſures of the World; in their old Age, and on 
their Death-beds, they are generally found to la- 
ment that they have enjoyed and indulged them a 
great deal too much: That there is a great deal of 


Danger, when you come to die, of your having 


many Neglects and Omiſſions to repent of; but that 
there is no Fear of your repenting on your Death- 


bed, that you had omitted to ſee a particular new 


Play on the firſt Night, or ſlipt an Opportunity of 


getting drunk, or of debauching a Virgin; ſo that 


at leaſt, a Life of Sobriety, and Abſtinence is on 
the /afe Side. It is alſo proper that you be prepared 
for oppoſing and confuting the, frivolous: and falla- 
cious Arguments commonly advanced by your 
thoughtleſs Companions, in Defence of a Life of 
Pleaſure ; of which the moft formidable one I can 


at preſent remember, is the following, vi. Since 


God has given us Deſires and Appetites, why ſhould, 


we not gratify them at all Events? Which thun- 
dering Piece of Artillery may at once be ſilenced, 
by only retorting the following Queſtion: Since 
od has ſo formed me, that when I am extremely 
heated with Exerciſe, I have a great Deſire to cool 
myſelf as quickly as poſſible, . why ä 
throw 
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chrow off my Cloaths, and expoſe myſelf to the 
Air, though it ſhould occaſion my Death; and 
ſince I have then a great Thirſt, why ſhould I not 
drink a plentiful Draught of cold Water, though 
it ſhould give me a Surfeit ; and, in ſhort, ſince 
God has given me a Variety of Appetites and In- 
clinations, why ſhould I not ſatisfy them all at ran- 
dom, without the leaſt Thought of the Conſe- 
quences ? There is no Deſire or Appetite natural to 
the human Species, but what may be innocently 


gratified, and may alſo be abuſed ; and the Rule to 
be obſerved. with regard to all the natural Inclina- 


tions and Appetites, is, To gratiſy them only in 


ſuch a Manner, and within ſuch Bounds of Mode- 


ration, as will beſt ſerve to gain the Ends for which 
they were implanted in the human Conſtitution; 
and that whoever breaks through this Rule is guilty 
of a Crime. I tell you before-hand, that taking a 


full Swing of lawleſs Pleaſure in Youth, you will 


find, by fatal Experience, is on'y treaſuring up to 
yourſelf, for all the Remainder of your Life, an in- 
exhauſtible Fund of Pain and Torment, upon the 


$ moſt favourable Suppoſition, viz. That you after- 


wards repent of the Follies of Youth, which, if it 
ſhould not happen, the Conſequences are ſtill infi- 
nitely worſe. One would hardly believe it poſſible 
for rational Creatures ſo effectually to diveſt them- 
ſelves of common Senſe, as ſome, with regard to 
this Matter, do; if Experience and Obſervation 
did not ſhew it to be a melancholy Truth. Could 
one delieve a reaſonable Creature capable of re- 
ſolving (as is too commonly done) to indulge him- 


ſelf in all the various Madneſs of Youth, and to go. 


on in a Courſe of guilty Pleaſure, with Hopes of 
repenting of it afterwards ? Since, for a Perſon to 


do fo, is to hope, that he ſhall be heartily aſhamel 


and confounded at what he has done ; to hope _ 
e 


. 


he ſhall a thouſand and a thouſand Times with it 
undone: ; to hope that he ſhall hate and loath him- 
ſelf for what he has been guilty of; to hope that 
he ſhall ſuffer ten thouſand Times more Pain from. 
Shame and Remorſe, than ever he enjoyed Pleaſure 
in the Purſuit of criminal Delights; to hope. that 
he ſhall have the Satisfaction of knowing himſelf to 
have been a Fool and a Madman; to hope that he 
ſhall have the Happineſs of knowing, that he has 
done what may juſtly expoſe him to the divine 
Vengeance; to hope that he ſhall be obliged to 
undertake the diſagreeable and almoſt inſuperable 
Taſk of rooting out confirmed Habits, and planting 
oppoſite ones in their Place, of parting with Vices 
as dear to him as a right Hand or a right Eye,. and 
of wholly new modelling his Mind ; in ſhort, it is 
to hope that he ſhall have the Happineſs of ſeeing 
himſelf in great Danger of final Deſtruction. 
Bleſſed Hopes] Glorious Proſpects ! Worthy for 
which to give up one's Innocence and Peace of 
Mind in the preſent Life, and the Proſpect of Hap- 

pineſs in that which is to come. e 
There is nothing in the World, of which you 
will be in ſo much Danger as Company; I mean 
that which is commonly found at Taverns. It WW 
ou imagine that you avoid all Danger of this Kind, 
by keeping only what is called /aber Company, you 
will ſurely deceive yourſelf, I forewarn you 
therefore of what you will find by Experience, 
wiz. That Men, who are ſober at Home, are not 
ſober at the Tavern. Strong Liquors have that Bl 
curſed Effet upon the beſt and wiſeſt of Men, 
that they moſt certainly become focliſh and wicked Bi 
in ſome Degree, leſs or more, by uſing them. 
You will find there are few, or rather no Tavern 
Converſations, but what are either too looſe and li- 
centious,, or at. leaſt too - trifling and ludicrous, for Wi 
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a judicious and virtuous Ear. Drinking is indeed 
letting a Thief in at the Mouth to ſteal away one's 
Brains. It takes off that Delicacy of Sentiment, 
and that Modeſty and Fear of offending, which are 
the ſtrongeſt Guards to Virtue; and gives, inſtead 
of them, a Boldneſs and Raſhneſs, which make 
People forget all Reſtraints, and paſs over all 
Bounds of Duty and Law. I have known the 
Drinking of two or three Glaſſes of Wine more 
than enough, prove the Ruin of a modeſt and vir- 
tuous Youth, by emboldening him to do what he' 
never would have dared, had he been ſober, viz. 
To go to one of thoſe Haunts of Wickedneſs called 
Bawdy-houſes, after the Separation of the Com- 
pany, where he loſt all Senſe of Shame, and got a 
liking to licentious and forbidden Pleafures, which 
he purſued to his utter Ruin. Thus frail and un- 
ſteady is human Virtue, and thus dangerous the 
Effects of ſtrong Liquors. There is not indeed a 
Virtue which this ſwiniſh Practice will not deſtroy. 
How long is a Perſon likely to preſerve his Modeſty, 
his Fidelity to his Friends, his Conduct in Buſineſs, 
and even Secrecy in his own Concerns, who gives 
himſelf to the Uſe of ſtrong. Liquors ? But it is 
pretended, that a ſober Glaſs, as it is called, can 
hurt no Man. Do not you, my Friend, let your- 
ſelf be deceived by ſmooth Names, that often cover 
very dangerous and hurtful Things. There is no 
Hazard of your being debauched to a great Degree 
at once : But there is great Danger of going on 
from ſmall Beginnings to dreadful Endings, I 
therefore once more warn you to ſhun the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Evil. 


+ ' Swearing I ſhall ſay the leſs upon, as I hope no 


Youth educated by me will ever go from me unin- 
ſtructed in the Wickedneſs and Heinouſneſs of it, 
ſufficiently to guard him againſt it. Only let me 
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put you in Mind of a few of the Obſervations. you 
have heard me make upon it; ſuch as, That, of 
all the Vices that ever the Wickedneſs of Mankind 
invented, it is the moſt utterly inexcuſable, having 
no Pretence of Profit or Honour in the Practice, 
nor Apology from Conſtitution, or Temptation of 
any Kind, to plead for itſelf, That it is a moſt im- 
mediate and direct Inſult upon the Majeſty of. Hea- 
ven, and tends to breed in Men an abſolute Con- 
- tempt and Diſregard for the ſupreme Governor and 
Judge of the World, and conſequently to lead them 
into all Sorts of Wickedneſs and Impiety. Gam- 
ing, if there were nothing to be ſaid againſt it, be- 
ſides its being a moſt cruel Deſtruction of precious 
Time, would ſufficiently appear to be a Vice un- 
worthy of reaſonable or thinking Beings : For, 
can any Thing be more monſtrous, than for mortal 
Creatures, who know not but every Hour may be 
their laſt, who have themſelves and their Families 
to provide for, who have Duties to do to one ano- 
ther, who have Paſſions and Appetites to ſubdue, 
who have their Minds to inform with uſeſul and or- 
namental Knowledge, who have their own Con- 
duct to enquire into, and innumerable Faults to re- 
nt of and reform, and, in ſhort, who have an 
ternity to prepare for, to ſpend Hours together 
in ſhuffling a Pack of Cards, like a Parcel of Chil- 
. dren or Monkies. But if, to the unpardonable Fol- 
ly of loſing Time to ſo little Purpoſe, you add the 
other Effects of Gaming, viz. inflaming the Paſ- 
ſions, and raiſing Quarrels, and the fatal Loſs of 
Money, which often ends in total Ruin; this Prag- 
tice muſt appear in a Light ſo odious and ſhocking, 
as muſt, I think, prevent you, or any conſiderate 

-Perſon; from falling into any liking to it. | 
As for Lewdneſs, or the promiſcuous Commerce 
of the Sexes, without regard to the Iſſue, it 2 
N en 
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been in all Ages of the World allowed to be a 
by the very looſeſt af 
the "Heathen Poets, but as an unlaweful Practice. 
Therefore, for a Chriſtian to indulge himſelf in it, 
is degrading 


Crime, and is never ſpoke of 


bimſelſ below the Virtue of: the Hea- 
thens themſelves,” If you ever give yourſelf to the 


Practice of this: Vice, it muſt be either with: mar- 


ried Women, with common Proftitutes, or with. 
ſuch as you yaurſelf- debauch. To have any thing 


ta do with: a common Proftitute wil be debaſing | 


yourſelf to a Level with the: very Filth and Ordure 


of the Species, with the:Dregs of the human Kind, 


the very” Off-ſcouring of the Creation:z: for a mare 


loathſome Object than a: common Whore is not in 


Nature. The Odiouſneſs of this Practice in the 
appear, than by 


Sight of Heaven, cannot better 
the abominable and horrible Diſeaſe, which is made 
the Confequence- of it, which renders the Bodies 
of | Offenders in that Kind as naufcous and impure 
as their Minds. A-Proftitute is to be conſidered: as 
no better than a Common-Sewer, or Receptacle: of 
alt the Filth and Naſtineſs of a Town ; and to 
take into one's Arms: what the very Idea of is 
enough to turn the Stomach, is what, methinks, 


no Man, who would be thought cleanly or genteel, 


can bring himſelf to. Again, to be the Cauſe: of 
the total Ruin of an innocent Virgin, to be the 
Means of debauching and ſpoiling the Virtue of a 
modeſt and well-difpoſe 
leſs young Creature, who loves one, into imminent 
Danger of her Life (which Woman is in 
Child- birth) and of final Deſtruction in another 
World; — — all this woman Havock merely: 
to gratifſy 2 Appetite, e no youn 

Man, who has been under m Can? will . — 


| capable of ſuch Bafeneſs and ſuch Cruelty. Laſtly, 


io dare to violate the moſt _ Bond of —— 


ed Mind, to drive a thought- 
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(626) 
I mean that of Marriage, from which all others 
take their Origin; to bring Ruin into a happy Fa- 
mily, to break the Peace of a Huſband, to raiſe in 
the Mind of a contented happy Man the torment- 
ing Fiend of Jealouſy, to conſign over a Fellow- 
Creature to Anguiſh and Torture, which never 
ends but with Life; to alienate from a Man the 
Affections of his Wife, and to bring into his Fa- 
mily a ſpurious Race to inherit his Fortune; in 
ſhort, to do the Huſband an Injury which nothing 
can repair; and plunge the Wife into final Ruin; 
to do theſe Things is to violate all Reſtraints of 
Humanity, and to fly in the Face of Religion, 
Law, and Decency. Yet theſe Things racy ddan 
does, who carries on an Intrigue with a married 
Woman. To conclude this Subject, I will aſſure 
you, that in the Enjoyment of the Pleaſures (as 
they are falſly called) of unlawful Love, you wilt 
find-infinitely more Pain than Pleaſure ; and that, 
on caſting up the Account, you will find the Diſad- 
vantage, by Loſs of Money, of Time, of Repu- 
tation, and of Peace of Mind, will infinitely over- 
balance the ſhort, and tumultuous, and beaſtly 
Pleaſure ; and that for what faint ' Shadow or Re- 
ſemblance of Enjoyment there is in the unlawful 
Commerce of the Sexes, all the true, and calm, 
and peaceable Happineſs, this Life can yield, is to 
be found in the Marriage State, where (if you 
be directed to make a wiſe Choice) you will find 
that the Gratification of the ſenſuat Appetite is 
the leaſt Part of the Happineſs. - Be wiſe therefore, 
and avoid whatever may have the leaſt 'Tendency 
to lead you to this moſt impure and filthy Vice, 
ſuch as all Manner of obſcene and ſhameleſs Talk- 
ing and Jeſting; which, beſides being unworthy 
of a Gentleman, and a certain Mark of a mean 
and ſordid Diſpoſition, has a natural Tendency to 
DE ry * | corrupt 


corrupt both your own Morals and thoſe of y 


Acquaintance. You will likewiſe do well to avoid 


carefully all Manner of obſcene Books and Pictures, 


and that moſt fatal and ruinous Haunt of lewd and 


'4 


wanton Images, the Play-houſe. The Entertain- 


ment of the Stage, which was originally invented 


for the Promotion of Virtue, and even of Reli- 
gion, is at preſent ſo much debauched, and ſunk 


from its ancient Purity, that it is notoriouſly the 


great Nurſery of Vice and Immorality, and the 
1 1 Cauſe and Promoter of the unbounded 


icentiouſneſs and Lewdneſs of this great City. It 


is notorious, that in moſt of the Engliſb Plays, the 


pretty Fellow, or moſt ſhining Character, is he, 


who contrives with a good Addreſs to debauch his 
Neighbour's Wife, or who, after running out his 


Fortune, has the Art to delude ſome innocent cre- 
dulous young Lady of Fortune to make up bis 
ruined Affairs again by marrying him; by which 


a2 
Repreſentations, Virtue and Vice, ad Right and 


Spectators are miſled; ' and their Approbation and 


Wrong, are confſounded, and the Notions of the 


Cenſure directed to quite wrong Objects. And 


even where the Play itſelf happens to be harmleſs 


and modeſt, you will not be a whit the more ſe- 


cure againſt Danger, if you frequent the Theatre: 


Debauchery, it will be of inconceivable Advantage 


For it is well known, that by the Management of 
thoſe moſt wicked and debauched of Mankind, the 
Players, there never fail to be introduced into the 


moſt modeſt and virtuous Entertainments of the 
Stage, enough of lewd and impudent Dances, 


ngs, or Geſticulations, to render ineffectual 
whatever the Author of the Piece may have done 
to recommend Virtue or Sobriety in the Play itſelf. 
Beſides avoiding theſe and other Temptations: to 


to you, for preſerving your Virtue, that you take 
| n Care 
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(28) 
__ 'Cxre newer toqꝑive yourſelf Time 'toithink of any 
bf the idle or wicked Amuſements of Liſe; but 
; p your Mind conftantly intent either upon your 
| 9 99— by ſome — 
of uſeful or ornamental Knowledge. 4 * 
Thas I have given you fair Warning wf the 
chree grand Temptations you will be expoſed to in 
Life, by which you will be in the moſt. Danger of 
being drawn to neglect your Duty to yourſelf, to 
God, or to your Neighbour, | | 89 
As for the various Particulars contained under 
each of theſe Heads, you have heard them ſo fully 
handled, and the Practice of them ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended to you by me, that I hope you both 
underſtand perfectly their Nature and Obligations, 
and have reſolved, by the Grace of God, to con- 
tinue in the conſtant Obſervance of them to the 
End of your Life. They are to be found eſta- 
bliſhed by Divine Authority, and backed with the 
moſt awful Sanctions, in the Quotations from 
Scripture, which follow. 
Tou know 1 have told you, that beſides the 
Light of Nature, which is placed by God in the 
Breaſt of every Man, it ſeemed fit to his unbounded 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to ſend among bewildered, 
blinded Mortals, the Light of Revelation, to point 
dut to them more clearly their Duty and the Wa 
to Happineſs, when Vice and Immorality had al- 
moſt extinguiſhed the original Light of Reaſon, 
which is, as well as Revelation, the Candle of the 
Lord. This ineſtimable Advantage has been com- 
municated to Mankind by a Succeſſion of Men in- 
ſpired by Heaven, who have appeared in different 
Ages of the World, during a Period of ſeveral 
8 Years, til}the Coming of Jeſus Cbrſt, 
che great Light of the World, who tnifhed and 
14 perfected the whole Scheme of 8 
ue - OY iſpen- 


> a 
Diſpenſation to a dark, deluded, and | rebellious 


Race. And the general Purport of all that has 
been communicated to Mankind by all the Prophets 


and inſpired Men of Antiquity before our Saviour, 
and by himſelf and his Apoſtles, is to teach them 
this great and important Leſſon: That Obedience 
© to God, the Creator, Preſerver, and Judge of 
© the World, is the only Way by which any Crea- 
© ture can poſlibly attain Happineſs ; and that Diſ- 


. © obedience will, without timely Repentance, in- 


© fallibly. bring upon any Creature total and final 
« Miſery and DeſtruQtion.* 5 ee arent - 
That you may at all Times have clear and ſub- 
lime Conceptions of divine Revelation, and have 
conſtantly on your Mind the Impreſſions I have 
endeavoured to make, with regard to this Matter, 


I have here inſerted the Scheme I have taught you 


of the whole Body of Scripture, and of the Chriſ- 


tian Doctrine, with ſome of its moſt ſtriking Evi- 
dences ; which, I hope, will excite in you a Cu- 
riofity to attain a more perſect and particular Un- 
derſtanding of them, in order to your regulating, 
by their heavenly Laws, your whole Life and Prac- 
tice, in the certain Hope, that in ſo doing, you 
will not fail of everlaſting Happineſs. | 
HOLY SCRIPTURE contains a brief, but 
uniform and conſiſtent View, given at very diſtant 
Ages of the World, by many different Perſons, in- 
ſpired and conducted by a Spirit, who ſaw clearly 
through Futurity, of all the Tranſactions of Al- 


mighty God, that were proper to be revealed to 4 


Mankind, with regard to the rational Inhabitants 
of this World, during the whole Period of its be- 
ing inhabited, at leaſt by, our Species, beginning 
with its firſt Change from Chaos, to an habitable 
World, and concluding with its being. reduced 


again to a Chaos by 1. z giving ſome Account, 


3 either 


* 


State of Innocence and Immortality d. 
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, cal id. iii. 15. 


Either hiſtorically or prophetically, of almoſt every 


Thing great or important, that has been, - or- is tb 


be, tranſacted upon the vaſt Theatre of the 


World, and opening a View, beyond Death and 
Time, into Eternity, bringing to Light the World 
of Spirits, with clear, ſublime, and rational Noti- 
ons of the Perfections of God, and his Will, and 
the Duty of Mankind, and their Means * 
Happineſs, and the only rational and conſiſtent No- 
tions of Futurity, that are any where to be found, 
and innumerable intereſting Truths, which no hu- 
man Sagacity could ever have found out, or fo 
muchas thought of; not only, enlightning thoſe 
Countries, on which its direct Beams have fhone 
with their full Splendor, but even, in Spight of 
the Clouds of Heatheniſm and Superſtition, break - 
ing through, and affording a glimmering Light to 
the moſt barbarous Nations, without Which they 
had been buried in total Darkneſs and 1 nee as 
to divine and ſpiritual Things. The Outlines of 
the immenſe and various Proſpects it exhibits, are 


Nx. The reducing of this World from a Chaos to 
tan habitable State”. ; | 
ankind in a 


2. The Creation of the 'firft of M 


3. His Fall from that State to one obnoxious to 


Death, by an Act of Diſobedience e. 


4. A dark Propheey of the Neſtoration of him 


and his Poſterity to the Favour of God, and Im- 
mortality (after Death) by Jeſus- Chriſt . 


5. A Flood ſent to deſtroy all Mankind for their 


exceſſive Wickedneſs, except one virtuous Family 


n — 
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2 Gen. i. 2— 11. 'd Bid. 26, 11. 7. 
Aid. vi. 5. 
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A ſtanding Example ito all Ages, of the different 


2 Obedience and Irregularity. hp 
56. The Term of Man's Life ſhortened on Ac- 
count of the bad Uſe the Antediluvians had made 
of its great Length *. 


7. Mankind, degenerating into Idolatry, ſcat- 
tered Over the Face of the arth, to prevent their 


ſetting up an univerſal ĩdolatrous Empire . 


8. A particular Family choſen, for the ſingular 
Piety of Abraham, its Heat, to the one true God, 
amidſt the univerfal Idolatry and Polytheiſm of all 
Nations, and the Deſcendants of it declared, by 
rediction, to be God's peeuliar People, ſeparated: 
from the idolatrous Nations, to be a Light to the 


reſt of the World, and to preſerve his Worſhip 


from being loſt; and Promiſes given, that from. 
among them ſhould ariſe the Reſtorer of Mankind. 
The Meſcendants of Abraham by a peculiar Provi- 
dence carried into Egypt, to communicate ſome- 
thing of the Knowledge of the true God to the 
People of that Country, and by the ſame Means to 
other Countries: Egypt being eſteemed the Mo- 
ther of Learning and Arts, and having a great In- 
fluence over the other Nations. His numerous 
Poſterity, after a certain Time, brought out ot 
Egypt again, and, with many miraculous Interpo- 
fitions of Providence, conducted through a vaſt 
Wilderneſs, and at laſt eſtabliſhed in a Country 
aſſigned them. The ancient Pagan Inhabitants of 


that Country driven out 'before*them, as a "Token: 


of God's Diſpleaſure with their Idolatry, and other 
Crimes, as a Warning te the Hraelites, to avoid 
what they faw bring on their Ruin, and as a Proof 
to all Nations, that the victorious God of Hfrael 
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was the true God, and the impotent Gods of the 
Nations only Idols. The ſame People appointed 
to be an Example-to all Nations, of God's Good- 
neſs to the Obedient, and his Severity againſt Dif- 
obedience. If they continued attached to the 
Worſhip of the true God, they were to be a Re- 
politory of the true Religion; and if they revolted 
from him, they were, as a Puniſhment, to be ſcat- - 
tered / abroad into all Countries, and their Diſper- 


ſion was to prove the ſpreading of the Knowledge 


of the true God over the World. But after all 
their Diſobedience, and their Puniſhments, they 
were to be reſtored at laſt, and to be raiſed to 
higher Dignity than ever. All which peculiar Ho- 
nours beſtowed on this People (the Poſterity of 
Abraham) were intended for a ſtanding Proof, dur- 
Ing a Period of near 4000 Years already, and how 
much longer God knows, of what Value, in the 
Sight of the ſupreme. Being, the ſingular Piety and 
Conſtancy of Abraham was, and to ſhew, that he 
thought he could not (ſo to ſpeak) do Favours 
enough even to the lateſt Poſterity of that emi- 
nently good Man, who had greatly ſtood up, alone, 
for the Worſhip of the true (30d, againſt an idola- 
trous World; in which Light alſo the ſaving of 
Noah and his Family at the Flood, and of Lot at 
the Deſtruction of Sodom, are to be conſidered. A 
Body of civil Laws given to the Iſraelites by God 
' himſelf, who places among them a viſible Glory, 
as a Mark of his peculiar Preſence, and declares 
himſelf their King and Governor. A Body of re- 
ligious Ceremonies interwoven with their civil Po- 
lity, appointed them for many wiſe and uſeful Rea- 
ſons ; ſuch as, 1. To typify the Expiation, that was 
afterwards to be made by Jeſus Chriſt, 2. To be 
a Yoke and Puniſhment to the eus for their fre- 
quent Deviations into Idolatry. 3. To yl them 
So g ways 


(33) 
always in Mind of their being under a 9 
to vhich 2 Set of religious Obſervanoes en joined by 
Law was ſuitable. 4. For the Sake af many ob- 
ble Morais couched under the · out wurd Ceremonies. 
5. In compliance with the Genius of thoſe early 
and unimproved Ages of the World, and of that 
People, for whoſe groſs Apprehenfions a Religion 
perfectly internal and ſpiritual was not proper. 
6. To keep them ſeparate from the Nations around 
them, as ät has always been the outward Ceremo- 
nials of Religion that have made the Diſtinctions; 
and for many other Reaſons too tedious to mention b. 
9. The Hiſtory of that People partly related and 
partly foretold, during a Period of above 
Years, in which the various Viciflitudes they un- 
derwent, are ſhewn to be owing to the particular 
Interpolition of Providence, and ave all along the 
immediate Comſequence of their Obedience or Diſ- 
obedience : From which the greateſt and mait 
1 Moral, that can be imagined, may be 
drawn, viz. That Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation 
8 * is the Reproach, and the Ram vf a 
People. | 
10. A Succeſſion of inſpired Men raiſed up 
among them, to call them, from Time to Time, 
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* Gen, xii. 1—4. xii, 14—18, . 1— 79. xvii. 1 
xxii. 15—19. XXVi. 5. Exod, ii. 6, 8, 15. vi 3. Xii. 
21, 22. xiv. 19, 22. Xvi. 32—36. XiX. 4, 6, 6. iii. 
23, 24, 32. XXIV. 16, 17. XX. 45, 46. xxxii. 8, 
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1 AF; vii. Epiſt. ta the Rom. at the Beginning, and Heb. 
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phets for Diſobedience to their God pe. 
13z3. The Coming of the Meſſiah, and his 
dom, more and more clearly held forth by Predic- 


| ginnings of the Goſpels. - | 


„„ 


to their Duty, and denounce againſt them the 
| CNS which were to be the Conſequence of 


iſobedience *. - FE a 
11. Predictions given by the ſame Prophets of 


the Revolutions of moſt of the great States and 
Empires of the World. * 


* 


12. The Diſperſion of the 1/raelites according to 
the Threatnings of Heaven denounced by the Pro- 


ing- 


tions, from the firſt obſcure one, That the Seed 
of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Head of the 
Serpent, given immediately after the Fall, down 
through, a Period of four thouſand Years, to thoſe 
plain ones given by Zacharias the Prieſt, Simeon, 


Ama, and by John the Baptiſt, his immediate 


Fore-runner ® ; and thus the Will of God, and 


his important Defigns with regard to Mankind, 
opened by Degrees, every great Prophecy carrying 


— 


* Sam, Iſaiah, Ferem. and the reſt of the Prophets. 
1 Sam. Ja. Fer. and the reſt of the Prophets, and Rev. 
m Ferem. xxxix. 


n Gen, iii. 15. xil. 3. xviii 18. xxi. 12. Xxii. 18. 


XXVI. 5, Xxviii. 14. Xlix. 10. Numb. xxiv. 8, 17. Deut. 


xv. 15. 2 Sam. xxii. Fob xix. 25. Pſalm ii. viii. xvi. 
8— 11, Xviil.. xXii. 1, 6—3 1. xl. 6, 7. xlv. Ixii. Ixviii. 
18. Ixix. 9, 21. laxii. 17. Ixxx. 17. xci. ex. Cxviil. 22. 


: Jfa. iv. 2. vii. 14. ix. 2, 6, 7. xi, 1—5. xxviii. 10, 


xxxii. 1. XXXV. 5. Xl. 3. xlii. 1—4, 6-8. alix. 5. 
1. 4— 10. li. 2—12. Iv. 1—5. Hi. 1, 4. Ixili. 1—9. 
Jerem. xxiii. 5, 6. xxxi. 22. xxxli. 15—26. Exel. xxxiv. 
23, 24. Xxxviii. 24. Dan. ii. 44. vii. 13. ix. 26. He/: 
xi. 1. Micab. v. 2. Hagg. ii. 7. Zach. iii. 8. vi. 12. 
ix. 9. xii. 10. xii. 7. Mal. iii. 1—4. iv. 5. and the Be- 


ON 


length our Saviour himſelf comes as a Light into 


| _ (:380) 
on the Scheme to the laſt glorious Ages, till at 
the World, and carries his Views and Diſcoveries * 
immenſely beyond all the paſt Lawgivers, Philoſo- 
phers, and Prophets, opening a Proſpect into Eter- 
nity, and bringing Life and eme to Light. 

14. The Hiſtory of our Saviour's Birth, Life, 
Miracles, Doctrine, Prophecies, Death, Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion . [F324 wy 412 

15. Records of the Eſtabliſhment of his Reli- 
ion; and the firm Adherence of his Followers in 
Tight of Perſecution ?. Se} 

16. Addreſſes from the firſt Propagators of Chriſ- 
tianity to their Proſelytes, explaining more fully 
the Doctrines of Religion, and. encouraging them 
to Conſtancy in it 4. | | 

17. The laſt Charge of Zeſus Chriſt, the Head 
of the Church, to the firſt Societies of Chriſtians, 
communicated in Viſion to John, one of his Apo- 
ſtles r. 

18. Predictions of the future State of the Church 
from the Apoſtolick Age forward, particularly its 
Degeneracy into Popery, and a Proſpect of the 


Conſummation of all Things. 5 

T will here add, according to my Promiſe, the 
following brief View of the Chriſtian Scheme,: 
taken immediately. from Scripture itſelf, without 
Regard to the various Opinions of Men upon con- 
troverted Points, the right Underſtanding of which 
is rather curious than uſeful. And I am perſuaded 
that you, or any Perſon, who underſtands what is 
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The Goſpels of Marth. Mark, Luke, and Jobn. 
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1. 36 ) 
contained in the following Heads, may very proper- 


1y'be ſaid to know all that is neceſfary to Salvation, 


and will want nothing more, in order to being qua- 
liked for everlaſting a 


to that Know- 
ledge; and the Afffſtance of the Grace of God, 


which never falls to ſecond the Endeavouts of the. 


heneft Mind. 
THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION is 
the Publication of an Act of Grace to a rebellious 


World, and of the Ferms upon which God will 


mercifully receive it into Favour. 
The Views it exhibits are theſe. 


1. God, the Original of all Being, the: Father 


and Governor of the World *. 
2. His Creature Man, who was orig obli- 
get to a perfect Obedience ta all the 2 , 
 infured'of a happy Immortality, my 


en —— his firſt State by Diſdbedience u. 


3. The Son of God incarnate voluntarily aiving 
up his Life, as a Sacrifice of Expiation for the Sins 
of Mankind, whereby, at the fame Fime, God's 
Difpleaſure at Sin is — ſet forth to the View of 
all his Creatures, and likewiſe his Willingneſs to 
forgive Offenders upon any Terms conſiſtent with 
the Honour of his Laws; or, in other Words, 
hereby Almighty God diſcovers himſelf in the Cha- 
raQer both of the wiſe and righteous Governor, 
and alſo af the tender and merciful Father of his 
Creatures . 
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t Our Saviour $ hal 1 Doctrine, and that of his Apo -4 
files, go conſtantly upon that Principle. So that to bring 
Quotations would be endlefs. 


® Rom. iii. 10, 19——31. v. 12, 14, 18, 
1 Cor, xv. 21, 22. Gal. iii. 12, 22. Ephef. ü. 1 U Ec. 


» See the Speeches of our Saviour i in REY and 


| Happineſs, but a fincere and 
_ earneſt Deſire to practiſe according 


Ew 1 70 a« om 


A N 


8 


e 
. The ſame glorious Perſon, by being blameloſs 


in his Life, and at laſt obedient even to Death, 


Fetting a perſect Example before Mankind, both of 
Obedience to the Laws of God, and of Reſignati- 


on to his Will . 8 . 
g. The ſame glorious Perſon manifeſting to Man- 
\ kind the Perfections of God, and declaring his Will 


and our Duty in a more ſublime and perfect Man- 


ner than ever was done before, and in an authorita- 
tive Manner, as one who brought convincing Proofs 


of his Commiſſion from Heaven for that Purpoſe, 


and upon the ſame Authority aſſuring Mankind of 


the Terms upon which Guilt was to be forgiven, 
and Acceptance to be found J. 4 
6. On Account of the Interceſſion = of the Meſ- 


ſiah, the Want of that perfect Obedience Man- 


kind are originally obliged to, the Defect of which 
made. an Expiation and Interceſſion neceſſary, is 
overlooked. ; and thorough Repentance for all our 
Offences, which implies the Reformation of them, 
as far as human Frailty will admit, and a candid 
Reception and firm Belief of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, when propoſed, and ſincere Endeavours to o 

its Laws, and attain the Perfection of its Graces 


and Virtues, accepted, and made the Condition of 


Pardon and everlaſting Happineſs :. And the Chriſ- 
ay — — —— — — —— 
* 2 Cor. viii. 9. Pbilip. ii. 5. Heb. ii. 9, 17. iv. 
15. v. 1a. u. e. 5 f - 200 
Ad ii. 38. iii. 19, 26. Nom. iii. 24—29. iv. 5, 
16, 24, . v. 1, 2, 10 wi. 1-23. Galaf. iii. 6, 
14. EApbeſ. ii. 5, 10. Philip, iii. 9. Heb. x. 17—21t 
I Jobs i. 7. ii. 2. | 
Hb. li. 17, 18. iii. 1. IV. 15. v. 1-11. vi. 
29—28,” 1X, 24. . 21, 22. 1 
See our Saviour's Diſcourſes in che Goſpels, and the 
paſſages laſt quoted. 0 
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18 
tian Graces and Virtues are Love, Reverence, Gra- 
titude, and Obedience to God; Benevolence to 
Men, Humility, Meekneſs, Purity, Sincerity, 
Mercy, Charity, Contempt of Riches, Honours, 
Pleaſures, and all earthly Things, Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, Truſt in the Divine Providence, and Reſig- 
nation to it, Chaſtity, Temperance, Submiſſion to 
Governors in all civil Matters, Forgiving of Inju- 
"ries, Loving our Enemies, Courage to ftand up for 
the Truth, in Spight of the Applauſe or Threaten- 
ings of Men, Vigilance and Attention to the Con- 
cerns of Futurity, Watchfulneſs againſt Temptati- 
ons from within, againſt the Weakneſs of human 
Nature, and the Allurements of the World, Pru- 
dence without Cunning, Zeal without Heat or Ran- 
cor, Steadineſs without Obſtinacy, and ſo forth“: 
The Practice of every one of which Virtues, and 
the Attainment of every one of which Graces or 
Diſpoſitions is, in itſelf, naturally, and abſtracting 
from our Saviour's Injunction, abſolutely mo 
to qualify us for enjoying that Happineſs, to whic 
the Chriſtian Religion is intended to raiſe thoſe who 
embrace it. inn | | 
7. Thoſe, to whom Chriſtianity is propoſed, ob- 
| Tiged, after a candid and ſincere Examination of the 


_ 
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Hall. v. vi. vii. ix. 6. xk. 32, 33. Xl 27. xil. 
28. Xill. 37, 41. xvi. 16—20, 27. xviii. 11. Xix. 
28. XX. 28. xxi. 16. xxiv. 30. XXv. 31. XXvi. 64. 
Luke ji. 49. iv. 21, 43. ix. 48. x. 16. Kix. 10. 
XXil, 29, 69, 70. xxiv. 25— 27. John i. 49, 50. ii. 
16. iii. 13—19. iv. 25, 26, 34. v. 17, 19—47. vi. 
27, 32—70. vii. 16, 17, 33. viii. 12, 59. ix. 4, 5: 
x. 1— 42. xi. 25, 27, 41, 42. Xii. 23, 29, 34—37, 
44—50. iii. 31—34. Xiv. xv. xvi. xvii. XViii. 36, 
„. 1% Jt. 2 * 
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in the Difficulties of the preſent State *. 
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T7 to receive it, and ſubmit themſelves to its 
me 6-4 | 
8. Two very ſimple, but ſignificant Obſervances, 

appointed by the Author: of our Religion, as out- 

ward Tefts of our Profeſſion, to wit, Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper. The. firſt intended as a-Cere- 
mony of Initiation into his Religion; and the ſe- 
cond as a Memorial of him, and of what he has 
done for us, particularly of his Sufferings and 

„ Tag? 

9. The Aſſurance of heavenly: GE to ſup- 
port the faithful, penitent, and obedient Chriſtian, 
in the Performance of the. Duties of. Religion, and 


: 


10. The future Reſurrection of all Mankind 
from the Dead aſcertained by the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt fo, $6 TE + 
11. The final Retribution .of: everlaſting Happi- 
neſs,” or unſpeakable Miſery, to every Perſon, ac- 
cording: as they have lived agreeably to the divine 
Laws, or the contrary s. 1 2 
* © Matt. vin. 21—28. x. 14, 15, 32, 33. xi. 6. xil. 
40, 42. xii. 19-23. xvi. 24—28, xxi. 33 44+ xl, 
fro 3: | 


Malt. xxvi 26. viii. 19. Luke xxii. 17. Aa: ii. 


38. viii, 37. X 47. 1 Cor. xi. 23. | 
e Rom. viii. 9g —16, 26, 1 Cor. ii. 12. iii. 7, 16. vi. 
19. xii 8. 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. Epbeſ. ir. 30, T. v. 
19. 1 Jobs iii. 9, 24. N alm 
T1 Cor. vi. 14. xv. 12— 22, 35—58. 2 Cor. iv. 14. 
v. 1. xili. 4. Coleſ. i. 18. iii. 1-4. The. iv. 13, 14. 
16. v. 10. Jam. iii. 21, 22. iv. 13. 1 Pet. i. 3. Reve 
Xx. 4—7. 
© See our Saviour's Diſcourſes in the Goſpels, and 
Rom. ii. 5—11, 16. 1 Cor. iv. 5, 2 Cor, v. 10. 2 Theſſ. 
i. 6— 11. 1 Pet. v. 4. 2 Pet. ini. 10, 14. Jud: 13 Rev. 


ii. 7» 10, 11, 17, 23, 26— 28. iii. 5, 12, 21. vü. 18. 


xiv. 11. XX. 4, 12. XIi. 6. Xxii. 7, 12, 14. 
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(40) 
12. The future Appearance of Jeſus Chriff, as 
Judge of the whole human Race, to allot to every 
an his Portion in the next Life“. 1 
To hear the Chriſtian Religion recommended, 
to fee the Beauty and Propriety of moſt of its Laws, 
and to let it paſs, without oppoſing it; but at the 
ſame Time, without being in a rational Manner 
convinced of its being truly of divine Original, 
ſuch' a Reception as this will never effectually en- 
gage any one to it, nor ſecure him from explaining 
away many very important Parts, both of a ſound 
Belief, and of a ſtrictly regular Practice. But he, 
who receives and embraces it, becauſe he has, upon 
a thorough Examination, found it to bear the 
Marks and Characters of an Appointment of God, 
will not venture to trifle with any of either its Doc 
trines or Laws, but will be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
to the laſt, in the Belief of the one and the Practice 
of the other, in Spight of all the trivial Objections 
and Cavils of Deiſts againſt its DoQtrines, or Liber- 
tines againſt its Precepts. And he, who, on ra- 
tional Grounds, receives and embraces the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, and in the Sincerity and Honeſty of 
his Heart deſires to believe and underſtand it as it is 
in Scripture, without Partiality for or againſt any 
particular Doctrines or Opinions pretended to be 
revealed in it, and who earneſtly ſtrives, to his ut- 
moſt Power, to form his Mind, and regulate his 
Practice according to its Laws; fuch a Perſon, 
without Doubt, is not far from the Kingdom of 
God. We find in Scripture, that Faith or Belief 
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n Mart. xiii. 41. xxiv. 30, Ofc. xxv. Ar Sc. Luke 

Xili. 24. Als i. 11. See alſo innumerable Paſſages in the 
Epiſtles, and our Saviour's Speeches to the Churches in 

„Rev. at the Beginning. > | 
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| genemelly oy far. he Whole of Beligion:; Um 
it is the Foundation upon which the 


9 juſtly: 
hole muſt reſt; and wherever it poſſeſſes the 


Mind of a Perſon, in its full Strength and Evidence, 
it will influence and over-rule his whole Conduct, 
and affect his whole Character; and that the — 
Belief of genuine Chriſtianity is the moſt effectual 
Means that can be imagined for ennobling and per- 

fecting the human Nature, is undeniably plain from 
comparing the Character of the Bulk of Mankind 
in heatheniſh Countries, where the Light of Chriſ- 
tianity has: not ſhone, and in popiſh, where it has 
been extinguiſhed by Error and Su een with 
the Character of he Bulk of the Chriſtians of the 
firſt Ages, who enjoyed, it in its original Purity, 28 

they all ſtand together in Hiſtory. And that the 
Lives and Characters of pretended Chriſtians in ſue- 
ceeding Times have come ſo far ſhort of thoſe of 
the primitive Ages, is owing alone to the. Want of 
that ſtrong and ſteady Belief of it, in its original 
Purity, which they had: For its natural Effect and 


Tendency has ever been, and ever will be the ſame. 
And wherever it is underſtood and embraced, as it 
was at firſt delivered by its divine Author, it will 


produce its Effect. And wherever it is fairly pro- 
poſed, undiſguiſed, and uninjured by the lnventions 
of Men, with all its Evidences, and all its Excel- 
lencies, ſet in a ſtrong and proper Light, it will 
not fail to produce Conviction i in any reacaable, and 
- unprejudiced Mind. 
I will therefore here add the following Abridge- 
ment of ſome of the moſt ſtriking and convincing 
' Proofs of the Truth of Chriſtianity, which, though 
far from complete or copious, as indeed the preſent 
is not a proper Opportunity for treating the Subject 
very largely, will yet (I am perſuaded) be ucient 
thoroughly to * 7 your own Mind, and likewiſe 
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te enable you to give a rational Account of the 
i med your Belief, to any one who ſhall queſ- 
tion . * a. | b 
In the firſt Place, if it is plain from the Paſſages 
here quoted from the New Teſtament i, that Fe/us 
Chrift declares himſelf to be the Saviour of the 
World, and the Meſſenger of God to Mankind; 
and if it can be ſhewn, that he has brought irreſiſti- 
ble-Proofs of his Commiſſion, it is certainly the in- 
diſputable Duty of all Men, to whom theſe Proofs 
are propoſed, to believe him and to obey his Laws. 
Next, if it can be ſhewn, that no Perſon ever 
gave fuch great and ſuch amiable Views of the Su- 
preme Being, nor ſuch confiſtent Notions of fpiri- 
_ "tual Things and of Futurity, as he did *, as will 
appear upon comparing the whole Doctrines of the 
"heathen Philoſophers with thoſe contained in the 
Paſſages here quoted, it ſeems highly reaſonable to 
conclude, that he had thoſe Notions from above, 
and was not a Perſon of this World. 
And if it can be ſhewn, that no Lawgiver in the 
World ever propoſed a Body of ſuch wife and good 
Las for ennobling Mens Natures, and conducting 
their Lives, who can doubt, that his Wiſdom was 
more than human? . 
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i See Note (5) Page 38 mr 

* Matt. iv. 4. v.3—12, 19, 20, 45, 48, vi. 6— 9, 15, 
18. 26, 32. vi. 11, 21—28. viii. 11. x. 15, 28—33. 
xi. 22. Xii. 25, 30, 32, 36. Xill. 37-51. xvii. 14, 35» 
Aix. 14. Xxii. 29—3 2. xxiv. 29—36. Xxv. 1-46, Luke 
At; 31, 32. Xiii. 24 — 30 XV. 3—7. xvi. 19—32. xvin. 
7. XIX. 12— 25. XXil. 29, 30. Jabn iii. 3— 13, 16—22. 
iv. 10. v. 17, 30. vi. 35—41, 44—40. viii. 44, 51. ri. 
26, 26, xiv. 2, 20, 23, 26. Xvi. 13, 14, 23, 27, 32. 
_ xvii. 1—26, ; 2 | 

1 Matt iv. 7, 10. v. vi. vii. x. 16, 28, 32, 33. xi. 
12, 36, 50. xv. 3—21, xvi. 2428, xviii. 3—5, 7—9, 
* 5 8 | 15 
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- -But farther, if it can be ſhewn, that almoſt in- 
numerable antient. Prophecies of the Old Teſtament. 


were fulfilled in him, and in him only ®, is it not 


reaſonable to conclude he really was the Saviour of 


the World intended in thoſe Prophecies? 


And if it be evident, that he was ſo far from 
aining any temporal Advantage by ſetting up his 


Religion in the World, that he expoſed himſelf to 


all manner of Abuſe, and to Death itfelf by it d, 
and that it was fo far from flattering the. Vices and 
wicked Inclinations of Mankind, that: it direQly; - 
oppoſed and exclaimed ' againſt. theme, who can 
imagine he had any indirect Views in it, or any 
Deſign to impoſe on the World * 

And if it be certain, from the Hiſtory of his Life, 
that he performed almoſt innumerable Miracles, in 
a publick Manner, as healing all Sorts of Diſeaſes, 
caſting out evil Spirits, calming Tempeſts, and 
even raiſing the Dead, which never were denied 
either by Jeros or Heathens, and were the Comple- 
tion of various Predictions of the antient Prophets; 
that his Reſurrection was atteſted by Numbers, who 
gave their Lives in Witneſs of the: Truth of it, in 
which it was impoſſible they ſhould be deceived, it 
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15—18, 21—35. XiX, $10, 14, 17——30. Ax. 26, 28, 


AXiv. 46, 51. xv 1-46. Luke viii. 15. ix. 62, x. 30, 


41, 42. xi. 28, 41, Mi. Tg—#0, 33s $4 Xii 2-55, 
24—30. xvi. 11—15, 25—34. XV. 11, 32. Xvi. 9—31. 


xvii. 10— 15. xix. 12— 27. XX. 3, 4. xXi 34. xxii. 38. 


Jobs iv. 23, 24. v. 24. vi. 27, 29. viii. 34. Xii. 25, 


26, 44—48. xiii. 14, 15, 34. 35. XV. 15, 28. xv. 2; 
10, 22 e 9 N N | | * 
= See Note (=) Page 34. 1 - 

n Matt xxvi. 1i—5, 45—75- ii. 1-—$0. compared 
with the laſt Chapters of Mari, Lale, and bn. 
2 See Note (/) Page 42, 43. 1 35 


| (44) 
being a ſimple Matter of Fact, and as plain from 
the Perſecution they expoſed themſelves to by their 
Adherence to this Religion, that they had no Deſian 
to deceive others; that a great Variety of Miracles 
were performed by his Followers in Atteſtation of 
their Doctrine v, which Miracles they declared to 
be performed for-that very Purpoſe, which | were 
performed before Mukitudes of Enemies and Un- 
believers, in an Age, and in Countries, remarkable 
for Learning, under all Manner of Diſadvantages 
from the Hatred of thoſe in Power, and were not, 
like magick Tricks, ſuddenly over ; but of a per- 
manent Nature, and might bear being re-examined; 
that publick Teſtimony was given by Heaven itſelf 

in Favour. of the Apeſtles, by ſeveral amazing Pro- 
digies at once, in the Sight of a Multitude, who, 
to the Aſtoniſhment and Conviction of three thou- 
ſand People in one Day, heard them ſpeak in a Va- 
.riety of Languages they had never learned 4; that 
-this Religion, levelled directly againſt the favourite 
Vices and. Inclinations of Men, ſtript of all out- 
ward. Pomp or Shew for catching the Admiration 
of the Multitude, was ſpread through the whole 
World by a few mean illiterate Perſons; that it 
was atteſted by Thouſands of Martyrs; and that its 
Doctrines and Laws produced a greater Effect upon 
the Lives and Manners of Mankind, than N 10 
Works of all the heathen Philoſophers. put toge- 
rr > and that it was — in Spight of Per- 
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Aly. xvi 18. xx. 11, 12. XX 12. XXVili. 5, 8, 44 
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1 Abr ji. 41, 4447. iv. 4, 34. v. 1214. ix. 31. 
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(45) 3 
ſeeution, without Aſſiſtance from ſecular Power-; 
that Jeſus Chrift foretold his own Death and Re- 
ſurrection :, the univerſal Spreading of his Religi- 
on. , the Perſecution of his Followers », the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, and the Captivity and Diſ- 
perſion of the Jews =; all which came to paſs ac- 
cordingly : If theſe Facts be all certain and indiſ- 
putable, what more convincing Proof can be defir- 
ed of Feſus Chriſt's being truly what he declares 
himſelf, the Saviour of the World, and the only 
full Diſcoverer of the Will of God to Mankind. 

| What is wanting in this ſhort and imperfect 
Sketch of ſome of the Evidences of 1 
may be abundantly ſupplied by your careful Peruſal 
of a few of the beſt Books on the Subject, as Gro- 
tiut on the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and Dr. 
Clarke's Evidences of Revealed Religion, in his Book 
on the Being and Attributes of God ; in which laft 
maſterly Work there is a brief View of Prophecy 
and its Completion, which I would recommend to 
your careful Perufal, as it will prove an Entertain- 
ment equally delightful and improving to you, and 
will confirm you moſt effeQually in the Belief of 
Revelation, as you will there ſee, that Holy Scrip- 
ture was moſt certainly given by Inſpiration of One, 
who foreknew what was to happen in the moſt dif- 
tant Ages to come; the Completion of innumera- 
ble Predictions being clearly and unanſwerably ſneẽm 
by the hiſtorical Records of ſucceeding Times, and 
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Ad, ibid, Oc. 
t Matt. xvi. 21 xvii. 12. xx. 18. xxvi, 24, Cc. 
v Matt. xxiv. Mark Xiii. 10 xiv. 9, &c. SE 
„Malt v. 11. x. 17—36. xvi. 24. xxiv. 9, Sc. 
* Matt. xxiit. 37, 38. xxiv, 2, 15 —23, 28, 30 
41. Luke xix. 41. xxi. 20. 5 
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thoſe which are not yet fulfilled, being eidently in in 
a fair Way toward their Completion. 

Thus great, thus comprehenſive, and thus wor-- 
thy of God is that glorious Revelation, with, whoſe. 
heavenly Light this World is bleſt. And, if it be 
certain, that there are no ſuch ſublime, or ſuch 
conſiſtent Notions of the ſupreme Being, no. ſuch 
Jul Notions of our own Nature, no ſuch clear, 

iews of our Duty and Happineſs, to be found any 
where elſe, nor ſuch a perfe& Syſtem of Morality, . 
nor ſuch a Set of illuſtrious Examples of true 12 
roiſm, nor ſuch Views of the direful-Conſequences- 
of Vice, nor ſuch full and well eſtabliſhed Proſpe&s: 
of a final Reward to Virtue, communicated to 
Mankind by any other Means; if, I fay,. theſe. 
Things be ſo, as upon Examination. you will moſt, 
certainly find, what Diligence ought you to uſe to. 
Kos ewe thoroughly and perfectly this great Rule 
of Life, and what Care to obey ſtrictiy al the ſub-. 
lime and heavenly. Precepts.cantained i ?. I charge. 
Pa therefore, as you, will anſwer it in the great. 

ay of Accounts, that you do notz. upon any Pre- 
tence whatever, preſume to venture upon any Ac- 
tion forbidden in it.: But that, without offering to 
muſter up any vain and preſumptuous Reaſonings, 
or ſophiſtical Apologies, for ſuch Actions as are ex- 
preſly declared in it to be unlawful, you reſolve, in. 
ſpite of the wretched Raillery of the Profane, the 
Temptations of the World, and even of the Fury 
of Perſecution itſelf, to yield an uninterrupted, an 
unſhaken, and an implicit Obedience to all andevery- 
one of its Commandments, the leaſt as well as the 
greateſt, and the hardeſt as well as the eaſieſt. 

One of the fatal Deluſions, which has coſt Num- 
bers of unhappy Mortals their Souls, is the ground- 
leſs Imagination, that the Divine Mercy is infinite; 
that God is willing to forgive any T bins; and * 
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the will not require much of his Creatures; but will 
admit them to Pardon and Happineſs upon 'the'eafſy 
Terms of a Death-Bed Repentance, or a few lazy 
and ineffeftual Wiſhes. The Falſhood of theſe Sup- 
poſitions appears in almoſt every Chapter of the Bi- 
ble, in which I know of no Latitudes allowed us; 
no Grounds for Preſumption; but find that every 
where the greateſt Purity of Heart, and the utmoſt 
Strictneſs of Conduct, are abſolutely inſiſted upon, 
in order to our having any Chance for Salvation. 
We are told in Scripture, that the Judge of the 
World will by no Means clear the Guilty, that is, 
the impenitently Wicked ; that he is a conſuming 
Fire ; that he is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity, or look upon Evil; that the Wicked ſhall 
not ſtand in his Sight; but that all who forget God 
ſhall be turned into Hell; that the Soul that fins 
ſhall die; that without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee 
the Lord; that for every idle Word Men ſhall be 
brought into Judgment; that that Perſon's Pre- 
tences to Religion are vain, who does not bridle 
his Tongue; that it is neceſſary to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and to pef- 
fect Holineſs, that is, to be perfectly holy; that we 
muſt keep ourſelves unſpotted from the World; 
that we muſt avoid every Appearance of Evil ; that 
we mult lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin, that 
ſo eaſily beſets us, and run the Race ſet before us; 
that we. muſt think on, and praQtiſe whatſoever 
Things are true, honeſt, pure, lovely, and of 
good Report; that every one that names the Name 
of Chri/t, muſt depart from Iniquity ; that it is ne- 
ceflary to act an honeſt Part, not only in the Sight 
of God, but of Men alſo, giving no Cauſe of Of- 
fence to any one ; that whoever habitually offends 
in one Point, is guilty of the whole Law, that is, 
of inſulting the Authority which framed the vo ; 
$1 "+ | at 
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vine Commandments ; that our Converſation in the 


World mult be in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 


not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but according to the 


Grace of God; that whatever we do, we muſt do 
it from the Heart, as to God, and not as to Men; 
that neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion avails 
any Thing, but a new Creature; that is, a thorough 
' Reformation of Heart and Life; that a Form of 
Godlineſs, without the Power of it, is hateful in 
. the Sight of God; that Faith without Works is 


dead; and that the Hope of the Hypocrite ſhall 
periſh. Weare commanded to ſtrive to enter in at 


the ſtrait Gate; for that ſtrait is the Gate, and nar- 
row is the Way, which leads to Life, and few there 


be that find it ; to give Diligence to make our Call- 
ing and Election ſure; to keep our Loins girded, 
and our Lights burning, and to be like thoſe who 


watch for the Coming of their Lord; to ſtand faſt 


in the Faith; to quit ourſelves like Men; to take 


the whole Armour of God, that we may be able 


to withſtand in the evil Day ; ſince we wreſtle not 
with Fleſh and Blood, but with Principalities and 
Powers; tœadd to our Faith, Virtue, and Know- 
ledge, and "Temperance, and Godlineſs, and Bene- 
volence ; and to take Care that theſe and all other 
Virtues be in us, and abound and increaſe ; to re- 
ſolve to go on to Perfection, forgetting our paſt At- 
tainments, and reaching forth to the Things that 
are before, or thoſe Degrees of Virtue we have not 


yet attained ; to walk even as Cbriſt walked ; to 
be Followers of God as his Children; to be perfect, 


even as our heavenly Father is perfect; not con- 
tenting ourſelves with ordinary Degrees of Good- 
neſs ; but taking Care that our Righteouſneſs ex- 
ceed that of Scribes, Phariſees, and formal Profeſ- 


ſors of Religion: In a Word, to perſevere to the 


4 End, 
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End, in Spight of all Oppoſition, fighting the good 
Fight, and working out our Salvation with Fear | 
and I rembling ;.. for that God will bring every . 


Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. | 
No man can well ſuppoſe he can go to Heaven 
i between ſleeping and waking, or that it is an eaſ 
Thing to gain everlaſting Happineſs, who attends 
to ſuch Directions of Scripture as theſe : Though 
it will be chiefly your own Fault, my dear Friend, 
if ever you experience any conſiderable Degree of 
Difficulty in a virtuous and religious Courſe. You 
have = to keep yourſelf from the wicked Ways 
of the World, and you will never know by Expe- 
rience what our Saviour means by cutting off right 
Hands, and plucking out right Eyes, to wit, mor- 
tifying Luſts and AﬀeCtions, as dear to us as the 
tendereſt Parts of our Bodies. Therefore, as you 
ſee ſo great a Degree of Purity of Heart and Strict- 
| neſs of Conduct is required of us, let me adviſe 
you, whenever you are in Doubt whether you may 
or may not do any particular Action, to conſider 
whetber it would have been ſuitable for our Saviour, 
or his Apoſtles, to have done it; for it is their Ex- 
ample. we are to follow, and not that of a corrupt 
and degenerate World around us ; and that what- 1 
ever would have been unworthy of the Apoſtle 
Paul, for Example, is likewiſe unworthy of you. 
For every Chriſtian ought to ſet up for a Follower 


| 2 Feſus Chriſt, as much as the Apoſtle Paul him- 
e | 


\ The Weakneſs and Short-ſightedneſs of Man- 
kind is ſuch, our Propenſity to Pleaſures, Riches, 
and Honours, is ſo ſtrong, and the "Temptations 
from the various Objects, which are continually 
ſoliciting our Senſes, are, through our Weakneſs, 
ſo powerful, that we are in the utmoſt Danger, eſ- 
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pecially in the unthinking and unexperienced' Years' 
of Youth, in Spight of the repeated Injunctions of 
Parents and Teachers, of breaking looſe from the 
peaceable Ways we have been taught to walk in, 
and of wandering into the crooked Paths of Viee 
and Folly, And, alas! who can tell, but I may 
live to ſee the Day, when you, © or ſome other of 
my Flock, ſhall wander like loſt Sheep, and fall in 
among the devouring Wolves of this World { when' 
Temptation ſhall Nicit, "when Virtue ſhall ſleep, 
and frail Nature ſhall fall? The Time may come, 
when * Cares, the Deceits, or the Terrors of this 
World, may prevail; when you may even give 
8 up to be led captive by Satan at his Will. 
he Spirit of God may be fo provoked againſt you, 
as to leave you to yourſelf; and then the Advices, 
the Commands, the Intreaties, the Prayers and In- 
terceſſions of Parents, Teachers, and Friends, and 
even the Redemption purchaſed by our Saviour him- 
ſelf, will ſeem as loſt by you. My Heart ſinks 
within me at the Thought, that a Soul, L have had 
the Care of, ſhould ever be in the leaſt Danger of 
fmal Ruin; that one, whom I have laboured to fit 
and prepare for Uſefulneſs in this Eife. and for Glo- 
ry in a better, ſhould have the leaſt Chance of de- 
generating ſo far as to become a Nuſance on Earth, 
and a Veſſel fit for Deſtruction hereafter. Should 
I ever ſee any of thoſe, whoſe amiable Form, in 
the Vears of Vouth and Innocence, has ſo often 
delighted my Eye, and ſoftened my Heart with 
Tenderneſs next to that of a Parent; ſhould I ever 
ſee any of them ſpoiled, and debauched with Vice and, 
Folly ; ſhould Jever ſee thoſe Eyes, which I have 
ſo often viewed with Pleafure, and fancied I have 
ſeen in them the Dawning of every manly Virtue, 
inflamed with Luſt or Drunkennefs ; ſhould Thear 
that Tongue, whoſe innocent Prattle has ſo often 
| | " charmed 
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charmed me,. uttering Impieties or Obſcenities; or 


find that a Mind, whoſe Faculties I endeavoured to 


-cultivate with uſeful and ornamental Knowledge, 
and to enrich with every virtuous Principle, debaſed 
and. ſunk with Falſhood, Senſuality, or Covetouſ- 
neſs, and my nobleſt Work 7 defaced and ruined ; 


or ſhould I hereafter——how ſhall I expreſs it ? 


Should I ſee a Soul, in whoſe everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs I hoped to triumph, and which I thought to- 
have, among others, for a Crown of Rejoicing to- 


me, in the great Day of Retribution, driven out 


from God and Bliſs, and condemned to the Puniſh- 
ment prepared for the irrecoverably Wicked——O 
fearful Proſpect! O ſtartling Thought ! The Hor- 


Tor of it overpowers me. 


* . 


I hope better Things however, my dear F riend, 


and that this will never be the dreadful Caſe of any 
of, you. But, as any Perſon, in a State of Trial, 
may be in Danger of miſcarrying, if it ſhould ſo- 
happen (which may God, of his infinite Goodneſs, 


provens) that you ſhould. hereafter, through the 


Force of Temptation, or by the powerful, and al- 
moſt irreſiſtible Influence of bad Company, be for 


ſome Time hurried down the Stream with the Mul- 


titude; if you ſhould be ſo unwiſe, and ſo unhap- 
py, a8, for a Time, to forget the repeated Warn- 
ings you have had from your Parents, and from me, 
and others, and to throw away any Part of that 


ineſtimable Gift of God, I mean your Life, which 1 


is given us to work out the important Work of our 
Salvation, upon the wretched Purſuits with which 
too many of Mankind are bewitched; if this ſhould. 
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be your .unhappy Caſe, yet let me beg of you, by: | 


(52) | 
all that is dear to you, by you Defire to enjoy Peace 
of Mind while in this World, and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs in the next; let me intreat you, by the 
Worth of your immortal Soul, and by the Love 
and Fear of Almighty God; let me beſeech you, 


of provoked Omnipotence in the next; if there is 
any-thing inviting in the Proſpect of gaining the 
Favour of Him who can make you happy beyond 
Imagination, or any thing fearful in meering that 
Wrath from which all- created Power cannot deliver 
you, let the Conſideration of theſe Things awaken 
Js before it be too late, to repent, and thorough- 
y reform your Vices and Follies; to correct the 
bad Habits you may have acquired, and eſtabliſh 
good and virtuous Difpoſitions in their Reom. The 
thorteſt Follies are the beft ; and any Time what- 
ever is too long to ſpend to no Purpoſe, or to bad 
Purpoſes. The ſooner you take up, it will be the 
better for you both in this World and the next. 
If you ſhould go fatally aftray, and draw yourfelf 
= into Guilt, the Conſequence muſt be, either you 
will "afterwards "repent and reform, or you will 
continue hardened and impenitent to the laſt. 
Whether the former, or the latter of theſe, be the 
Caſe, be aſſured you will, in the End, be dreadfull 
a Loſer: For give you Warning befotthinih, 
and aſſure you, upon the Experience of the wiſeſt 


Voses and Follies, than you could find Pleaſure” in 
an hundred Years Enjoyment of all the Riches, 


On the other Hand, I give you Notice, that you 
will never do a worthy Action, but the very Plea- 
ſure you will enjoy from the Reflection upon it in 

| #3 your 


as you would wiſh to avoid the racking Pain of Re- 
morſe in this Life, and the inconceivable Vengeance 


Men of all Apes, that you will ſuffer more . | 
Pain from one Hour's Reflection upon your paſt 


Honours, or ſenſual Delights, the World can yield. 


„* n 1 1 


"| 5 - 


N 3 | 
3 
your own Mind,” wilt abundantly make up for all | . 
the Self. denial or the Trouble it may coſt you in the I 
doing it: Nay, I tell you farther, that it will give |! 
Jon infinitely. more Satisfaction, in your ſober: _ | 
ours, to reflect, that you have denied yourſelf |}* 
ati -gailty Enjoyment, an the Poſſeſſion of it. 
would have given you.” Though in yielding to the 
brutal Inftigation of an unworthy and unmanly In- 
clination, you ſhould enjoy a Kind of confuſed and 
turbulent Pleaſure for a ſhort Time, you will be 
ſure afterwards to ſuffer a moſt acute and piercing” 
Pain as long as you live, from the Stings of your” | 
awakened Conſcience ; or, if you do not repent in | 
this World, conſider the fatal Proſpect you will | 
then have of repenting in the World to come, 
When it will be too late. Whereas, on the other 
Hand, 'though in the doing a good Action, or de- 
nying yourſelf ſome guilty Enjoyment, you ſhould 
7 through ſome Trouble or Uneaſineſs for a ſhort. 
ime, you will be ſure to enjoy, during your 
while Life, that moſt charming and inexpreſſible 
Delight of reflecting, that you have acted a Part 
worthy of you zs a Man and a Chriſtian, beſides 
the glorious Proſpect of receiving that raviſhing 
Approbation from the great Judge at laſt, Well. 
* done; pood and faithful Servant, enter thou into 
the Joy of thy Lord. ; 
Were it poſkble you could monopolize- all the + 
Riches; Honours, and Pleaſures of the World, 
which” no one ever did, of will do, you could not; 
poſſibly enjoy them above fifty or ſixty Years at the 
moſt : For, after that Age, the Decline of Life 
and Death come on; and where are then your. Ri- 
ches, Honours, and Pleaſures ? But it is a great; 
Chance whether you ever attain the Share you pro-. 
poſe to yourſelf of the Trifles of this World, or, 
whether they be not ſnatched. from you, or you 
* | 3 from: 
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from them, when you leaſt think of it. So that, 
to ſell your Happineſs, not for the Enjoyment, but 
for the mere Expectation of the Riches, Honours, . 
or Pleaſures of this World, is quitting-a. ſolid, a 
real, an everlaſting Poſſeſſion, for the bare, Hope of 
what is vain, - deceitful, and periſhing, when attain- 
ed. It is, in ſhort, to ſell your Soul, not for the 
Poſſeſſion of a Vanity, but for the Hope of a Va- 
nity. A Degree of Folly one would not imagine 
a rational Creature capable of, did we not ſee too- 
many fatal Examples of it in the World. | 
I,, therefore, here ſolemnly call to Witneſs your 

own Conſcience, and the great God of Heaven and- 
Earth, and Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of the World, 


and the Judge, before whoſe awful Tribunal you 


and I muſt one Day appear, that I have, in the 
Sincerity and Honeſty of my Heart, laid before you 
fully, earneſtly, and frequently, your whole. 
Duty, with the Encouragements you have to ob- 
ſerve it, and the Terrors denounced by Heaven 
againſt you, if you, tranſgreſs it. And 1 charge 
you before God and his holy Angels, that you take 
Care not to trifle with the many awful , Warnings, 
ou have had from me; nor think of deceiving; 
ourfelf by venturing ſo much à to come near the 
Brink of Vice, from the fooliſh and preſumptuous- 
Hope, that it will be in your own Power to ſtop in. 
your Career whenever you pleaſe ; and that you 
will go juſt ſo far, and no. farther, leſt you find, toi 
your ſad Experience, what Thouſands have found 
before you, That it is as eaſy for the Ethiopian to 


change his Colour, or the Leopard his Spots, as for 


one, who has once accuſtomed himſelf to do evil, 


to leayn to do well.; and that they who dare the Pa- 


tiepcè of Heaven, and negle& the Time given them 


40 repent, ſhall have their Day of Grace ſhortened, 
and de deprived of the Opportunities they abuſe. 


2 Vice,. 
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Viee, in its native and genuine ſhape, is a Monſter 
of ſuch a frightful Appearance, that to be abhorred 
by an innocent Mind, it needs only to be ſeen: But 

. the bewitching Diſguiſes it puts on, are innumera- 1 
ble; and, alas! to the greateſt Part of Mankind 1 
irreſiſtible. The grand Art and Secret, therefore, þ 
of Virtue is, T, venture upon no Action, of | 
<.. whoſe, Innocence one is not. abſolutely certain, 
and to avoid the leaſt AP PE ARAN CE. of. | 
Evil.“ Do not therefore ſo much as come near 
a wicked. Perſon : Don't ſo much as allow the 
Thought of a wicked Action to paſs through your [ 
Mind; fly from whatever is in the leaſt ſuſpicious ;: 
eſcape to the Wilds of Africa, rather than mix with 
infectious Company; ſuffer yourſelf to be thrown. 
down a Precipice, to be plunged into the Sea, or into 
a fiery Furnace, rather than to be drawn into Guilt. 
For one Crime leads to another; one Vice begets 
ten others; repeated Acts turn into Habits ;-evik 
Habits. in Time become inveterate ; Temptations - || - 
attack; wicked Company ſeduces ; one Degree of qi | 
Debauchery follows another; Conſcience hardens ; . 
Heaven forſakes; Miſery purſues; Deſpair. over- | 
takes; Satan conquers ; Death ſeizes ; and, Hell | 
follows at his Heels. Such is the dreadful Progreſs | | | 


—— — — — 


of Vice; and ſuch may be the Fate of any erſon, _ 
who once breaks looſe from the Ways of Virtue and 
Sobriety. Take warning then, I beſeech you, in 
Time, and remember, that whatever wrong Courſes | 
yo may take, I have diſcharged my Conſci2nce, I 
ve delivered my Soul, and ſhall be obliged hereaſter | 
to appear againſt you, and to teſtify to your Face, q 4 
before God, Angels, and Men, that I have ſet be- | 
fore you this Day, as I have hundreds of Times be- | 
fore, Life and Death, the Bleſſing and the Curſe, 4 
Happineſs temporal and eternal; and, from a friend, |} | 
ly Monitor, Wall be obliged to become your fe» | 
vere Accuſer. \ „ E 
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Tougkt now to think of concluding! this Paper? 
But I know not how to give over. I am fo much 
aware of the Inconſtancy and Unſteadineſs of the 
human Heart, the Frailty of the beſt Reſolutions, 
and the moſt obſtinate Virtue we can boaſt, the fa- 
tal Power of Temptation, the terrible Effects of 


bad Company, and the almoſt irreſiſtible Force of 


Example, and withal, the Difficulty of attaining 
that high Pitch of Virtue neceſſary to qualify for 
the Enjoyment of the Chriſtian Salvation, that I 
tremble to think what Trials you, or any Touth 
under my Care, may have to go through, and of 
the dreadful Hazard you run in paſſing through Life. 
-Methinks, I could therefore begin afreſh; and repeat 
to you over again, if it were poſſible, all the Pirec- 
tions and all Warnings T have given you.. For 


if all J have done ſhould prove too little, I know” 


I ſhould reflect upon myſelf to the laſt Day of my 
Life, and fancy that I might have added ſome o- 
ther Hint, or ſet Things in ſomie other Light, ſo 
as to have guarded you againſt the fatal Miſcarriage. 
What the Conſequence, with regard to myſelf; 
might be, ſhould I fee any of the Vouth I have 
educated, become notoriouſly and obdurately wick- 


ed, I cannot at preſent ſay ; or whether I ſhouldd 
ever get over it or not. But, if any of you ſhould 
reſolve to turn your Back upon Virtue and Sobriety, 


and to forſake the Ways of Goodneſs and Happi- 
Heſs, I ſhould wiſh you firſt to turn your Back upon 


your Country, to forſake this Part of the World, 


and to remove to ſome diſtant Region, from'whenee 
I thould have no Chance of hearing ſuch Accounts 
of you, as muſt fill my Soul with Anguiſh at pre- 
fent inconceivable to me. 


After all, I know it is not in him who plants, 


or in him who waters, to give the Increaſe, but in 
God only. To him, therefore, the Father of Spi- 


8 
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rits, and Giver of every good and perfect Gift, I 
commit the Care of you. And J fincerely and ear- 
neſtly pray, that He may inſpire you continually 
with. virtuous Sentiments and honeſt Tntentions, 
which will always produce the Fruit of good and 
Taudable' Actions. That he may, by the internal 
Motions of his Spirit upon your Heart, continually 1 
impreſs upon you fuch a ſtrong and lively Senſe of 
the Obligations of your 8 as may engage you _ |: 
to the conſtant and regular Obſervation of his Laws k 
In all your Thoughts, Words, and Actions; and [4 
ſuch an awful Senſe of his Greatneſs, and his | © 
Power over you and all Creatures, and ſuch a Hor- | | 
Tor at the greateſt of all Evils, Vice, and Impiety, 

and ſuch : Fear of the irreſiſtible Vengeance of Om- 

nipotence, as may effectually reſtrain you from 

daring to offend him. That he may give his Angels 

charge over you, that they may ſtand by you in the 
dreadful Hour of Temptation, and with-hold you 

in Time, before you have Gay plunged 

2 into Guilt. That in his good Providence 
e may bring upon you ſuch Misfortunes and Chaſ- 
tiſements, whenever you tranſgreſs, that you may 1 | 
always read your Sin in your Puniſhment, and be 5 
driven, by thoſe well-timed and fatherly Correcti-— 
ons, to forſake the Follies which have brought 
them upon you, and to return to the Ways of So- 
briety and Regularity. That you may be led to 
the Admiration and Love of all thoſe Virtues and 
Graces, which are the only true Ornaments of our 
Nature. That, through the Divine Aſſiſtanee, you 
may improve in every truly valuable Endowment 
recellary to fit you for being an Advantage and 
Blefling to Society, while in this Werld ; and that, 
after having, Day by Day, and Year after Year, 
gone on raiſing one Improvement upon another, 
one Virtue upon another, not contenting yourſelf 
& ORE | with 
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with moderate Degrees of Goodneſs, but aiming at le 
the Example of the glorious Author, of our Religion, ar 
and of. God hfmlelf, you. may have an eaſy: Ad- 8 
miſfion to that happy State, where, you may for e 
ever riſe to higher and higher Degrees of Perfection; 9 
to Glory and eee e by mortal 


Tongue, inconceivable by human Imagination, to 1 
Degrees of Elevation, from whence you may Iook 8 
down on the Rank at preſent held by Angels; nay wh 
to Stations beyond the preſent Conception of, the G. 


higheſt Archangel in Heaven; for ſuch muſt be the | ant 
Progreſs of every glorified Spirit, who is placed in a Bu 
Condition in all Reſpects advantageous for Improve- anc 


ment, with an Eternity to improve in. And, Ad 
through the effectual and all- powerful Bleſſing of bob: 


Heaven upon my Labours among you, may it be 71 
my Happineſs to prove the Inſtrument (however un- Na 
worthy) of putting you firſt in the Way to a, Fe- 64 
licity begun in this World, but never to come to 1.2; 
an End; and N your Joy, and glory in An: 
«- your Glory, to all Eternity. [Od 
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S you, and the reſt of the Youth, educated by. me, 
have had it in your Power to know the Grounds 
and Principles of moſt Branches of uſeful and ornamental 
Knowledge.; if you ſhould, find Inclination and Op- 
portunity to purſue them, it will be neceſſary to furniſh 
yourſelf with ſome of the beſt Books on the reſpective 
Subjects. I will therefore name you a few of the molt 
comprehenſive and perſpicuous, which you may read, for 
the moſt Part, in the Order I. ſhall. Place them in; 
taking Care to digeſt thoroughly what you read, before 
vou proceed farther ; to purſue but one Bianch of Kyoy- 
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ledge at once; to confider carefully what you have read be ++ | 


and, as much .as.-you can, to ſet down in Writing ſhore: 
Sketches of what you read. Some of the following 
Books you know already in ſome Meaſure, and others of 
them will be new to you. er . 
In Logic, or the Art of Thinking and Expreſſing 
one's Thoughts, Greenwood's Engliſn Grammar. Watts s. 
Logic. Locke on Human Underſtanding. And the Con- 
duct of the Underſtanding, by the fame Author. 
In Ozconomics, The Spectator, Tatler, and 
Guardian. Various Collections of prudential Maxime 
and Apheriſms. And the Lives of eminent Perſons; 
But it is chiefly-by Buſineſs, by Travel, by Experience, 
and by the Converſation of thoſe who have had theſe 
Advantages, that this Branch of Knowledge is to be ac- 


In Morality and Divinity, Wollaſton's Religion 
of Nature delineated. Puffendorffe's Law of Nature and 
Nations. Grotius on the Rights of War and Peace. 
Gaſtrel's Chriſtian Inſtitutes. Clarke on the Attributes. 
Lardner's Credibility of the Chriſtian, Religion. Butler's 
Analogy. Hammond, Le Clerc, and Patrick, on the 
Old Teſtament. Clarke, Locke, Pyle, and Whitby, on 
the New. To which, add, Barrow's, Tillotſon's, and 
9 e weld 0 
In HisToxy, Rollin's Method of Study ing the Belles 
Lettres (of which Hiſtory is one Part.) Rollin's Antient 
Hiſtory, Univerſal Hiſtory. Puffendorffe's Introduction 
to the Hiſtory of Europe. Rapin's Hiſtory of England. 
Mezeray's and Daniel's of France. Mariana's of Spain. 
Le Clerc's of the United Provinces. Sir Paul Ricaut's 
of the Turks. Oakley's of the Saracens. Potter's Greek, 
and Kennet's Roman Antiquities, Atlas Hiſtorique. To 
which add, Sir Iſaae Newton's Chronology. And in Ec-, 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Euſebius, Socrates, &c. Cave's Lives 
of the Fathers. Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Hiſtories 
of the Councils of Piſa, Conſtance, Baſil, and Trent. 
Bower's Hiſtory of the Popes. Limborch's of the In- 
quiſition. Sleidan's Hiſtory of the Reformation in Ger- 
many. Brandt's of that in the Low Countries. Ruchat's 
in Switzerland. Burnet's in England, abridg'd by him 


ſelf. | 
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Tn Comm x, Malcolm's and 3 5 Treatiſe of Rock- 
keeping-... Univerſal Library of Trade and Commerce. The 
Merchant's Map of Commerce. Joins Gee, and Sir William 
Davenant; on Trade. 

In Law, The Statutes abridged. This one Book 1 ſufficient 
for any Gentleman, who does not practiſe in the Law. 

In MATHEMATICS, Fiſher's, and Wingate 8 Arithmetic. 
Ward's Mathematics. Hammond's, Simpſon's, and Maclaurin's 
Algebra. Simpſon's Elements of Geometry. Euclid. Wilſon's 
Trigonometry. Muller's, or De la Hire's Conic . Dit 
ton's, Simpſon's, and Maclaurin's Fluxions. 

In Grog Arn, Randal's Syſtem of Geography Harris on 
the Uſe of the Globes. Geographical Dictionary. Anfon's $ 


InNaTurar PHitosSorPRY, Ray's Wiſdom of God in the 
Creation. Derham's Phyſico-theology. Boyle's Works. Adams's 
Micrographia. Ray's and Geſner's Hiſtory of Quadry 
Willughby's Ornithologia. Swammerdar © of Infects.  Keil's 
Phyſics. Graveſande's and Deſaguliers's Experimental Philoſo- 

y. Martin's Philoſophia Britannica, Dr. Stephen Hales's 

tics, Cotes's Hydroſtatics and Pneumatics.' Philoſophical 
TranſaQtions abridged. Muſchenbroek's Phyſical Edays. Keil's, - 
Winſlow's, and Heifter's Anatomy. Ray, Malphighi, Tourne- 
fort, Sloan, c. of Plants. To which may be added, Harris's 
Lexicon Technicum, and Chambers's Dictionary. 

In AsTRoONoMY, Keil's Aſtronomy, The Elements of Aſtro- 
nomy by Dr. Gregory. Maclaurin's Account of Sir Iſaac New- 


Voyage. Salmon's Geographical Grammar. 


_ ton's Diſcoveries. Sir Iſaac Newton's Principia, with the Jeſuit's 


Comment, Dr. Halley's Synopſis of the Theory of Comets. 

In Or ries, Dr. Smith's complete Syſtem of Optics. Gregory's 
Optics. Sir Iſaac Newton's Optics, Martin's COPE, of 
Optics. 

* Curuts rav, Dr. Shaw « Chemical, Lectures. Debt * 
Chemiſtry. 

Theſe Books, or the Bulk of them, together with the Claſſics, 
a few of the beſt Authors on Antiquities, Lexicons or Dictiona- 
ries, Lives, Travels, and the Works of a few of the beſt modern 
Writers in the Belles Lettres, as Fenelon, Boileau, Dacier, &c. 


among the French, Shakeſpear, Milton, Addiſon, c. among 


the Engliſh, will make a pretty complete and uſeful Library. 
To which, if you add theſe few Inſtruments, viz. A Pair of 


| Globes, a Teleſcope, a Microſcope, an Air-pump, and conden- 


ſmg Engine, a Sutton's Quadrant, a Priſm, a Magnet, and an 
electrical Machine, &c. you will be furniſhed with a moſt noble 
and. manly Entertainment for your leiſure Hours, and may, in 
Time, qualify yourſelf = the Converſation of the n Men 


of the Age. | „ d. 
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